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Diary of Future Events

Tues. 6th Feb Thematic Collecting
Tues. 5th Mar View Lois Whatley and Roman Lemega entries
Tues. 2nd Apr  Annual Dinner

President’s Report February 2024

Our January Meeting was well attended even though the rain just kept on falling we
had 140 points in 24 hours. Just to remind you all again our meetings now start at
7pm. So, if last year you arrived at 7pm you now need to be at the hall at 6.30pm. It
will take a bit of time to remember.

Our topic for the 6th of February Meeting is Collecting Thematic stamps. If you
collect stamps with a theme, please bring them along and be prepared to talk about
them. David Cotton has lent me a book of themes that he has collected. The sky is
the limit. I collect stamps with white roses as my Cornish Bardic name is “Rosen Wyn Bendygo” — White

Rose of Bendigo. The white roses soon extended to all roses.

We would formally like to thank Brian Bywater from Gippsland for coming to Bendigo and sharing his wares
with us. He kept all who attended happy. We extended the invitation to two of our club members to share
unwanted or spare stamps with us. Peter Matthews and Vlado Raus. Thank you, Brian, Peter and Vlado. We do
hope you all had a profitable and enjoyable Day. I know I did. Thank-you Doug and Dianne Pearce for sharing
your home for 2 nights with Brian. Very, Very, much appreciated. Also, I would like to thank all the
volunteers for all their help in making it a successful day. The attendance of club members was brilliant, thank
you one and all.

We have only one known Birthday in February and that is Margaret Brown, our Trusty Treasurer Happy
Birthday hope you have a wonderful day on the 17th. We will be thinking of you.

Two little reminders for us all, 1: Please sign in the attendance book this is a legal obligation. 2: Don’t forget
your gold coin donation for supper. Thank-you, that is all for me!

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family.
TAKE CARE WE CARE, and you are all important............... Libby.

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter.
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The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held CLUB CONTACTS:
on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066
Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. Vice-president: David Somerton
Station St. Kangaroo Flat Secretary: Jo Raw
email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.
10 items per member are allowed for auctions
Christmas bonanza auction in December .

Treasurer: Margaret Brown
email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong
email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com

Librarian: David Robinson

email: ddusa@live.com.au
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Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at
meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home.
More sheets are always needed so please “lick and
stick” a few.
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I will get my collection in order this year.

That is my annual New Years resolution. This promise usually lasts
about a week.

This year my resolution has definitely changed and my aim now is to
self manage the dispersal of the collection

In early December 2023 I had an itchy eye Without going into medical
details I have lost vision in my left eye and it is unlikely to get better.
My right eye is OK and must learn to do the work of two.

I cannot drive. It would be foolish to try. My family are very supportive
but are NOT stamp collectors. I doubt that they know what a Penny
Black is or a Penny farthing..

So rather than bundle the collection up and give it to a dealer I have
decided to “self manage”the dismantling of the collection.

Decisions I have made are.... I will sell through the local clubs monthly auction I will make up exchange
sheets for the local club and its circuit to other clubs in our area. I will not use eBay etc.

Work has begun and I thought some of you maybe interested in my progress. Maybe some of you will be
faced with what to do with your collection. I hope to provide a running commentary through 2024.

So get out large storage box from back of cupboard that came with us from Melbourne 26 years ago Label 2
boxes Auction items...... Exchange sheet items.

Decide that [ will take one file at a time and Look....Ponder ...... Decide

First item 6 sheets of display ““ Christianity in Scandinavia” I remember, its an entry from Waverley Club for
a Club Competition run by Eastern Suburbs in Melbourne. I was in the Waverley team about 1980.Why this
subject ? [ was always interested more in who the people were on stamps rather than the printing and colour
of them. My grandmother introduced me to stamp collecting when I was about 10 living in England. Just
after World War 2 She would buy a 3 penny packet of stamps and show me on her kitchen table where they
came from and all the strange animals that lived in a place called Australia.

I think it was a stamp showing Petter Dass on it that inspired the Christianity in Scandinavia display. It was
really a case of trying to make an entry that was different . Before I knew it I had Swedish Saints and
Norwegian Stave Churches....amazing what you can find and it led me to an interest in Scandinavian stamps
that I will follow up on as my selling adventure begins.

Back to the task in hand. No progress has been made as I had not included “Memories” in my decision
making process. What to do with Item 1.... find another box and mark it “Look at later”. In other words I had
made no decision.

Lets try the next item in the storage box. A Bundle of about 80 GB first day covers ¢ 1980/2004 in a paper
bag. Goodness me they are from my mother. She has bought the stamps marked the envelope “First Day
Cover” and got Peterborough PO to frank them. I can see her strong hand writing in the 1980’s and then
notice a falling off as she aged and then died in 2005. Memories......

I am making no progress with the grand plan to manage my own sale. Make a decision. I think the Club
auction box. They are good stamps and great for thematic collectors. They do not have much value as 1st day
covers and can be split up so you can get one item out of a set. When you are a thematic collector it is
annoying to have to buy a set when you only need one of them.

They are in the auction box.

Item 3...A plastic bag....tip them out.....several hundred Australian Kangaroos. I remember it must be from
lots from Brighton Club auctions in the 1980s. I have never been a Kangaroo stamp expert and cannot start
now with one eye. So decision made. They will go on Club exchange sheets.

Stop. Evaluate my method. I now have several bags of stuff in both the auction box and the exchange box
and rather too many in the ‘Look again later box”. Take no more from the storage box and concentrate on
getting auction lots ready and then do the relaxing task of sticking stamps on exchange sheets....I suppose
that’s how one becomes unhinged.




Now 2 days later I have 10 auction lots ready for the club
meeting and 10 sheets of Kangaroos on exchange. The auction
lots are all in Thai Takeaway containers with a reserve of a dollar
each. They all have a touch of spice with some mint Australian
item valued more than one dollar. Should make a tasty treat for
members. Lets hope they all want a taste of the same treat.

The 10 sheets of Kangaroos on exchange are a mess....I like to
be clear with condition and some of them are definitely “ROAD
KILL”. Anyway at $2 each the club members who love to look
for the kangaroo going backwards with his tail in Tasmania will
get pleasure in the hunt....and that is what stamp collecting is all
about

I hope to continue this saga in the club’s next newsletter as |
work my way through the over 25 year old horde.

David Cotton

Sorting the seahorses

The British high values of King George V are commonly
known as the “seahorses”. There were three separate early
printings of these, by Waterlow in 1913, by De La Rue in 1915
and by Bradbury Wilkinson in 1918. In 1934, they were re-
engraved and printed by Waterlow once more. All the
engravings were done by J.A.C. Harrison so they are all quite
similar, except for the 1934 issue. For those who like
completeness (and can afford them) sorting them out is not too
difficult if you have a good magnifying glass.

The £1 issue is easy as it was only printed in 1913 by Waterlow, presumably in enough quantity to last for
years. There are two distinct colour variations however, a green and a blue-green which quite strangely were
both released on the first of August. These are apparently easier to distinguish “in the flesh” than with scanned
images on a computer screen. As these are very expensive, I’ve not had the chance to confirm this.

Blue-green

The next easy ones are the 1934 re-engraved issues as on these, the horizontal lines behind the king’s head are
replaced with a hatching of horizontal and diagonal lines




If you are lucky enough to still have a set of Stanley Gibbons colour cards and have a good eye for colour, this
can be an assist with the earlies. For the 2s 6d value Gibbons lists ten colour variations which are;

1913 Waterlow

1915 De La Rue

1918 Bradbury Wilkinson

deep sepia-brown

deep yellow-brown

olive-brown

sepia brown

yellow-brown

chocolate-brown

pale brown

reddish brown

sepia (seal-brown)

pale brown

Unfortunately, without Gibbons colour cards, these are fairly meaningless. How can
you tell sepia from sepia brown without something to act as a reference point.

Size is the next thing to consider and this is where you need a good magnifying glass
and a reliable ruler. While the vertical dimension of the image on Waterlow and De
La Rue prints measures exactly 22mm, the Bradbury Wilkinson print from 1918 is
larger, measuring 22%smm to 23mm. This is a Bradbury Wilkinson print at right.
Also, many, but not all Bradbury Wilkinson prints have a dot above the centre top of
the stamp. The others do not.

This leaves just the Waterlow and De La Rue prints to be sorted. If you have a few of ™
them to work with, it is quite easy as although all three issues are listed as P11 x 12,
the actual holes of the De La Rue stamps are noticeably slightly smaller. If however
you only have a single stamp to check, there is one more difference between the two.

Waterlow

Stanley Gibbons goes into administration

The sad news, but no surprise to anyone who has watched the saga, is that
Stanley Gibbons have gone into receivership after accumulating millions of
dollars of debt over the last few years.

A few disastrous forays into the online world have cost the company millions,
including many millions lost in their Bidstart debacle some years back and
culminating with their ill-advised purchase of the British Guiana one cent
magenta stamp. They had planned to sell shares in this stamp but the idea met
very lacklustre response from philatelists and now the stamp has been re-valued
at four million pounds, less than half what they bought it for.

It appears that the only winners in this Greek tragedy will be a few stamp

dealers who are able to buy the company’s stock at fire-sale prices and of course, the receivers, Pricewaterhouse
Coopers whose bill is already up to one million pounds. Hopefully, someone will take over the catalogue
division and keep it going. A discussion on this can be seen on Stampboards.

https://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?p=11388881
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Bendigo Philatelic Society Library

A review by: David Robinson. Library code: BPS239

ARTISTS OF STEEL 2007

THE ART OF AUSTRALIAN STAMP ENGRAVING ROOM BROCHURE
Published by: AUSTRALIA POST PHILATELIC GROUP

This brochure was available to visitors at the "Artists of Steel Exhibition" which recognised the trade
skills of the Australian stamp engravers and the heritage they left behind through the lovely, engraved
stamps. This exhibition brochure helps to conveys to the reader a quite detailed description of the hand
carving produced on steel during the 1930’s through to the 1970’s.
The engravings were created on softened steel by men (as no women were employed for this task
during this period) using hand tools, cutting various lines and shapes into the steel. Some of these lines
were engraved as shallow as 0.002 (one five hundredth of a millimetre)

The Queensland Stamp Centenary stamp issued in 1960 was engraved by Bruce Stewart.
The 1949 Commonwealth Coat of Arms stamp, engraved by Frank Manley.

The 2s. 5d Banksia Stamp 1959, was printed on yellow-tinted paper to give the effect of two- colour
intaglio printing.

The processes involved in producing a stamp is described under the following headings. Engraved Die
to Master Plate, From Master Plate to Printing Plates & Intaglio Stamps Return. This final chapter
discusses the increasing fondness for Intaglio stamps including several stamps that were issued
between 1995-1997. Also, discussed are the full colour stamps designed by Melinda Coombs and
issued on 16 August 2001. They were intaglio printed by Sweden Post (1994 & 2001) the dies were cut
by the legendary engraver Czeslaw Slania.

This issue, jointly released by Australia and Sweden, features botanist and adventurer, Daniel Solander (1733-1782)
The stamps were printed using the intaglio and colour offset process.

Our library holds an extensive range of books, leaflets & magazines, which are available to members.
Please contact David on email: ddusa@live.com



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Solander

Stanley Gibbons: Who was he and what was he like?

Edward Stanley Gibbons was born less than two months after the release
of the first postage stamp on June 21 1840. His father was a chemist and
at the early age of sixteen, young Stanley, who had picked up the stamp
collecting bug at school, started trading stamps from a counter at the back
of his fathers dispensary where he also trained as a chemist.

He seems to have been an astute dealer as by 1862, his stamp business
was rivalling his father’s chemist shop. When his father died, Stanley
took over the business, hiring a girl to look after the stamp counter.

) Stamps might have only ever been a sideline if it hadn’t been for an
~ amazing piece of luck in 1863. Two sailors entered the shop asking if he

| was interested in buying foreign = -‘,_, s e |

stamps. On being told that he ‘

was, they returned the next day
and emptied a duffel bag full of
Cape of Good Hope triangular .
stamps onto his counter. His I
business increased dramatically i : U
from then on and he sold the
chemist business to concentrate
on stamps. In 1865, he produced
- a magazine listing all his prices
o S T and this was the start of his
catalogues.
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In 1872, he married Matilda Woon but the marriage only lasted five
years. Matilda died from marasmus, a wasting disease similar to
anorexia. Ten years later, he married Margaret Casey. He had known her e
for six years before they wed. She was a publican’s daughter and had iy o 5
worked as a barmaid before becoming Stanley’s housemaid and :
assistant. This marriage lasted twelve years until she died in1899 of
cirrhosis of the liver.
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Cover of a book on Gibbons’ llfe

Just a few months later he married Georgina, wife number three. This marriage lasted five years before Georgina
also died. Then, aged 64, he married 27 year old Bertha Barth. She died three years later, apparently from cancer
of the liver. Less than a year later, he married Sophia Crofts. She outlived him but he had possibly already
chosen her replacement. He died suddenly but he had changed his will,
leaving most of his fortune, not to Sophia but to Mabel Hedgecoe - a 'dear
friend'.

WOVINmER 1888
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Officially, he was said to have died in the apartment of his nephew but many
stories abounded at the time that this was not the case. According to the
rumours, he had died during a passionate session with his latest lover. This
happened at the Savoy Hotel, a short distance from the nephew’s home. His
body was then apparently moved to his nephew’s home, wrapped in a carpet.

{ ,
} PRICE LIST & CATALOGUE }

or

:s‘; BRITISH, COLONIAL & FOREIGN ¢

POSTAGE STAMPS, |

FOR SALE BY

' E. STANLEY GIBBONS,
FOREIGN POSTAGE STAWP DEALER,
15, TREVILLE STREET,
PLYMOUTH.

Stanley Gibbons was a trained chemist. His first wife’s death from a wasting
disease could also have been from ingesting heavy metals. Poisoning could
also explain the deaths of the two who died from liver ailments. There is
little record of Georgina or how she died.
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As it is far too late for any autopsy using modern methods to take place, we
will probably never know the truth and should really accord Stanley the
“presumed innocence” that is enshrined in our laws. Even so, the next time
someone tells you that philately is boring, you might use this mystery to
The first Stanley Gibbons enlighten them that philately is more than sticking pieces of paper into
books. It is about the stories that accompany them.
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catalogue, November 1865




Can you relate to these?

And also...
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Why is this person on a stamp No. 26: Queen Salote Tupou III

When I started this series, I said I wouldn’t include heads of state. I broke
that rule last month and this month it seems I will do it again. I was looking
through my Tongan stamps and suddenly a memory came flooding back of
my sixth birthday, back in England. One of the great things about collecting
stamps is the memories some of them are able to evoke.

My birthday was the day before the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and on
that day, every school in Britain had a visitor who handed out coronation
mugs to all the children. As our names were called, we went to the front
where a smiling man bent to say hello and handed us our mug. As I took
mine, [ said, “It’s my birthday today!” He straightened up and loudly

replied, “Well, Happy Birthday, John!” and the whole crowd cheered. sl LINI-E-TAHA
Seventy years later, it is still a fond memory.

My other memory of the time was the visit of Queen Salote of
Tonga. My mother, like most of Britain was entranced by this

§ wonderful woman who had come from her sunny island home to
71 ride in an open topped carriage in the coronation procession.

#l Despite pouring rain, she refused to have the hood raised over the
A carriage and she never stopped smiling and waving at the crowds.
Although we had no television in those days, we saw the
newsreels which were even shown at school. She won the hearts
of the nation, including our new monarch.

Salote Tupou III (1900 — 1965) was Queen of Tonga from 1918 to her death in 1965. She reigned for longer
than any other Tongan monarch. She was well known for her height, standing 6 ft 3 in (1.91 metres) tall in
her prime. Salote is the Tongan version of the name, Charlotte. Her path to the throne of Tonga was not
straightforward. When she was two years old, her mother died and although women could inherit the Tongan
crown, the local chiefs were not happy that there was no male heir. A new wife was found for her father in
the hope that this would provide them with one. The first child from the new marriage was a girl who died at
the age of six months. The next was also a daughter who survived until the age of twenty.

Salote’s father had good reason to worry about his daughter.
If a male child was born to the union, Tongan law decreed

that children from a previous marriage could be killed, TOTOGI . A G TOH!
clearing the way for a male heir. To protect his daughter, Ny
King George Tupou II sent his daughter away to Aukland to ‘ L '
be educated. She lived with the Kronfeld family and would AR i3 | 50
maintain the friendship with them for the rest of her life. ' i 7

She returned to Tonga at the age of fifteen as with no male v / “_ 4
siblings, at that age she became the uncontested heir to the - VR B
throne. Two years later, she married a thirty year old . 7L \ l \
Tongan noble whose bloodline included two dynasties of 8 e ‘ :
ancient Tongan kings which pleased the chiefs. She had the ! RE B
first of her three children by the age of eighteen but also had Wipi e : / {
three miscarriages which may have been influenced by her e | /‘ W |
diabetes. ’ S/
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In 1935, she returned to New Zealand for a cancer operation Fil
which was initially successful but the cancer returned in s a3 7 NN 2 'L
1965. She refused to let it spoil a festival in July 1965 4 o < F

celebrating her record reign. 10,000 children were allowed M s ettt @
P .

to enter the palace grounds and wave at the Queen as she sat
on the verandah. This would be the last time the Tongan ENI-E-ONO :
people saw their Queen. Queen Salote died peacefully on 16 P |RELILESEN R AR R U REIERERS
December 1965.

Main source: Wikipedia




Maryborough Stamp Club

Auction

Tuesday, 19" March, 2024.
Viewing from 3.30pm. Auction starts at 7pm
Refreshments (free) after auction

at (new venue) of

Mill House, 88-90 Burke Street, Maryborough

Entries close Friday, 26" January, 2024.
I MUST receive entries also by this date.

ABSOLUTELY NO LATE ENTRIES AFTER THIS DATE.

Members from other Clubs may submit up to 15 entries each.
You MUST set a reserve price which will be the starting price.
No commission taken.

Registration required. Payment on night after auction.

Contact: Grey 5460 5008
Items delivered to 47 Goldsmith St., Maryborough



