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President’s Report November 2025 

I would like to thank you all for re-electing me for another year. Stamps 

are and have always been my life. Also, I would like to thank the officers 

Bearers for all they do to help me you are a wonderful group of friends 

and colleges and very much appreciated. The Annual General Meeting 

put the top table back for another. We cannot be doing a bad job, or no 

one wants to hold a position.!!! Seriously the A.G.M. went well. 

 

The big event coming up this Saturday is the Maryborough Stamp Fair 

on the 25th of October at Mill House from 9.30am to 1pm. 

 

This is always a great day with lots of bargains and great fellowship. 

 

This month is our club Competitions, “The Len Bennett Memorial 

Competition (Open)” and “The John Tresise Memorial Competition 

(Thematic)”. I do hope we have all been working on our entries. On the grape vine I have heard there will be 

some competition. So good luck to all entrants. The old story you must enter to win. 

 

Our November birthdays are David Robinson on the 2nd and Bill Trew on the 18th. “Happy Birthday Boys.” 

 

It’s hard to believe that next month’s Meeting will be our Christmas get together. This year has flown. 

 

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family. 

 

TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important ……… Libby. 

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 November 2025 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

Tues. 4th  Nov   Annual Competitions 

Tues. 2nd  Dec   Christmas - Eats and Fellowship 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 
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The editor has a new toy 

I was checking out the books in a local “op shop” when I spotted the item 

shown on the right. I’d seen these online and often wondered whether they 

were worth getting but as this one had a nine dollar price tag, I thought it 

was worth taking a punt. In case you might be wondering, it is a digital 

microscope. Basically, you just plug in the USB cord into your computer, 

load the programme from the disc supplied and that is all there is to it. 

For some time, I’ve been collecting the UK Victorian Penny Red issues that 

had a plate number inscribed in the design. Some of them are very hard to 

read, particularly where a postmark covers one or all of the numbers. It was 

to help with this that I’d been wondering about acquiring one of these. 

Well, I can now tell you that my nine dollars was well spent. It would even 

have been a bargain at ten! I had seven stamps that I had not been able to 

read properly and all were identified at last.  

Those “fly-speckers” among us might also be interested, particularly for 

sorting all those tiny differences in Australian KGV stamps. With my 

engraved stamps, there is often more than one die and the differences can be 

quite small. Early Chinese stamps were often reprinted with tiny additions 

to the design which can need a fairly powerful magnifying glass to see.  

Also, as I’m getting older, even with a glass, sometimes my eyes are just 

not good enough but with this unit, I can enlarge the image on my screen to 

a size that can be easily seen. Another feature that I found was that the light 

can be shone from above or below with the latter shining through the stamp 

and being useful for seeing watermarks. 

There are three magnifications available, 10x, 60x and 200x. The 200x magnification was too much for me to 

look at the image but could be useful if I’m trying to decide on how the paper is laid. All in all, this would be a 

useful item for any philatelist. The one I bought is an older model but even the more recent units can be found on 

ebay, priced very reasonably. 

Image at 10x Image at 60x 
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Australia: 1962 Inland Mission Stamp 

Issued to commemorate the  Australian Inland Mission’s 50th Anniversary in 1962 as 
founded by the Reverend John Flynn (25 Nov, 1880 Moliagul, Victoria – 5 May, 1951 
in Sydney). 

 

Side Note about the Designer: F.D.Manley (Frank Davies Manley) Born: 24th Oct 1894 (London) Died 19th  

January 1976 (Essendon). A prolific designer of some 90 Australian stamps between 1929 to 1962. 

 

 

The whole story of this stamp is really connected to The Very Reverend John Flynn, OBE, DD, "Flynn of the 

Inland" who went in February 1911, to the Dunesk Mission at Beltana, 500 kms north of Adelaide, South 

Australia and saw first-hand the hard conditions of outback life and the lack of medical care available to inland 

residents and travellers.  

In 1912 he travelled extensively in the Northern Territory and thereafter reported to the Presbyterian Church the 

need for ‘Inland Missions’ “to minister to the spiritual, social and medical needs” of people in the Outback.  

 

  

Date of Issue: 5th September, 1962 

No Watermark.  Perf. 13.5.   Multi-coloured. 

Designed by F.D. Manley and shows Flynn’s grave 

at Mount Gillen west of Alice Springs, and an 

A.I.M. (Australian Inland Mission) nurse. 

Printed quantity: 23,485,500 

 

  

Showing Mint, Used and the rare error of the miss-

ing Red colour. 
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Flynn was promptly appointed to head this new organization, the Australian Inland Mission (AIM). 

 

In 1942 the organization changed its name to the Flying Doctor Service (Royal being added to it in 1955). 

The first flight had occurred on the 17th May, 1928 the pilot was Arthur Affleck who had no navigational aids, 

no radio and only a compass. Navigation was done by landmarks such as fences, rivers, river-beds, dirt roads 

or just wheel tracks and telegraph lines. He also flew in an open cockpit, fully exposed to the weather, behind 

the doctor's cabin. Airstrips were, at best, claypans or, at the worst, hastily cleared paddocks. In it’s first year it 

flew 50 flights to 26 destinations and treated 226 patients. 

 

The first DeHavilland aircraft could carry a pilot and four passengers. Only daylight flights were undertaken 

having a range of 500 to 600 miles. Fuel storage areas were later developed. 

 

 

In 1994 the Australian Council Office (now known as Creative Australia, it is the Government’s principal arts 

investment and advisory body) collaborated with the Reserve Bank of Australia on the design of a new ($20) 

twenty dollar note featuring the face of the founder of the Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia, the 

VeryReverend John Flynn. 

    

Grey 

Maryborough 

 

This is the memorial to Flynn (as featured on the 

1962 postage stamp). His ashes lie beneath it.  It is 

situated just west of Alice Springs at Mount Gillen 

- the very centre of the vast territory to which he 

brought communication, medical comfort and pas-

toral care. Note: The original boulder from 1953 

was replaced in 1998 with another after Aborigi-

nals complained that the first had been ‘taken’ 

without their consent. 
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India: Two stamps from 1949 & 1951 
 

Two of my favourite Indian stamps. 

1949 

 

 

This stamp shows a few of the Satrunjaya Temples at Palitana, Gujarat and has a face value of 15 Rupees be-

ing the highest value in the 1949 Sculptures & Buildings set of 16 stamps and one of the last issues of the 

Dominion of India (before becoming a Republic in 1950). 

 

Designed by T.I. Archer and I.D. Das at the India Security Press. 

Issued 15 Aug. 1949.  Colour is Deep Carmine & Dark Brown.   Size: 40 x 30mm. 

Watermark: Star of India multiple.  (There is an inverted watermark stamp worth $750). 

These stamps were mainly used for parcels & telegraph payments. 

It was printed by Offset Lithography with Perf (comb) of 13. 

 

The ‘Jain’ religion Satrunjaya temple complex is one of the world’s largest consisting of 863 separate marble

-carved temples from very small to very large imposing structures. Building started in the 11th century.  

Many of the temples were destroyed by Turkish Muslim invaders in 1311 AD.  Rebuilding only really began 

after 1593. Many funds came from wealthy patrons. Today there are between ½ million to 1 million visitors 

annually. 

 

It is said that the sculptors of the temples were paid by the amount of marble dust that was collected while 

they worked on the construction using abrasive chords instead of actual tools! These temples are dedicated to 

23 Tirthankara (humans who help in achieving liberation and enlightenment), while the main temple is dedi-

cated to Rishabha, the first Tirthankara 

 

Brief Note: Jainism is a non-theistic (i.e.: not having or involving a belief in a god or gods) religion founded 

in India in the 6th century BC as a reaction against the teachings of orthodox Brahmanism, and is still widely 

practised. The Jain religion teaches salvation by perfection through successive lives, and non-injury to all liv-

ing creatures, and is noted for its ascetics. There are about 6 million Jain followers worldwide. 
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Some wonderful and striking cancellations! 
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1951 

 
This stamp was issued to commemorate the Centenary of Geological Surveying in India. 

Issued 13 January 1951. Quantity printed 8,000,000. 

Perf. 13.   Print technique: Offset lithography by Security Printing Press, Nashik. 

Watermark: Star of India multiple. 

Its value is 2 Anas. (The Ana was an old Indian coin in use before 1956. 16 Anas equalled One Rupee. Now 

100 Paise equal One Rupee). 

The stamp shows two ‘Stegodon ganesa’ (proto elephants from the Pliocene era), and some extinct fauna. 

The Stegodon is an extinct prehistoric proboscidean mammal (a group that have huge tusks and a huge 

trunk).  Elephants evolved from these animals. Fossils of Stegodon ganesa come from across Asia, Africa, 

and particularly from the Sivalik Hills in the foothills of the Himalayas of Northern India and date from 5 to 

2.5 million years ago. Their tusks were (10 to 11 feet in length) and their trunks were equally as massive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The actual design of the stamp is from an image drawn by Henry Fairfield Osborn (1857 

– 1935). He was an American Paleontoglogist who was President of the American Mu-

seum of Natural History. The trustees of the American Natural History Museum kindly 

allowed the use of the drawing of Stegodon Ganesa, which first appeared in one of their 

publications, for India to use in its stamp design on 1951. 

 

  

A better view showing the huge size of tusks and 

trunk of Stegodon Ganesa. 
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The Geological Survey of India (GSI) is a scientific agency of India. It was founded in 1851, as a Government 

of India organization under the Ministry of Mines, one of the oldest of such organisations in the world and the 

second oldest survey in India after the Survey of India (founded in 1767), for conducting geological surveys and 

studies of India, and also as the prime provider of basic earth science information to government, industry and 

general public, as well as the official participant in steel, coal, metals, cement, power industries and international 

geoscientific forums. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Some used examples: 

 
 

Grey 

Maryborough 

   

 
 

 

  

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Government_of_India
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Ministry_of_Mines_(India)
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/articles/Geology_of_India
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The Downey Family of Engravers 

An email arrived this week from Richard Downey. His father, Leslie Ernest 

Downey engraved the 1974 Jersey stamp featuring John Wesley. Leslie 

worked for De La Rue at the time who generally did not issue the details of 

who engraved their stamps and Richard was able to help me gain 

information that was not available to me at the time. 

John 

 We have not corresponded for a while, but I have published my book on the 

“Downey Engravers”. 

 The majority of the works done by the Downeys were bookplates and then 

trade cards, stamps and banknotes. You can find the link at https://

downeyfamily.co.uk. This has a brief summary and examples prints in the 

book. The book has lists of the works of the Downeys, including stamps. 

Best wishes 

Richard 

On the website, Richard writes: 

 “This book covers my family of eleven engravers from the 1780’s to the 1990’s and contains prints of every 

available bookplate engraved by the family. It is biased to the bookplate work of Alfred James Downey and his 

father Alfred Dyer Downey, although examples of the work of the other Downey engravers are included. 

There are over 250 prints of their engravings, produced at actual size unless they 

are too large for the page. All these prints are documented with the details of the 

name, date, image size, motto, imprint detail, and in some cases, notes from 

correspondence made at the time of commissioning  and creating the print. This 

correspondence gives an insight into the production of the works. Short 

biographies, where known, have been added.” 

Among the samples on the website are some of the portraits engraved by his 

father whose work included the Jersey stamp shown here.  

Richard writes: 

“Leslie Ernest Downey was not 

a bookplate engraver, but a 

very talented and respected 

portrait engraver who worked 

in the security printing trade. 

The section relating to him 

gives many examples of these 

works as well as details of his 

life as an engraver. 

His engravings were mainly 

stamps and banknotes and 

some examples of his work are 

shown in the book, usually 

enlarged to allow the reader to 

see the detail. 
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Why are these people on a stamp? No. 46:  

Mildred and Arvid Harnack 

Mildred Elizabeth Fish was born in 1902, one of 

four children born into a working class family in 

Milwaukee, USA. Throughout her education, she 

showed a passion for literature, acting as magazine 

editor at High School, then as a film and drama 

critic for the Wisconsin State Journal while studying 

at university. 

While at the University of Wisconsin, she met 

Arvid Harnack, a German student. They married in 

1926. 

Arvid returned to Jena, Germany in 1928 and nine months later, Mildred joined him. At Jena University, she 

was able to work towards a doctorate in American literature, later moving to the University of Giessen and 

finally gaining a fellowship to study at the University of Berlin. She began lecturing on American literature and 

her classes were enthusiastically greeted by her students. 

This was a time when the Nazi party was ascending and it was estimated that half of the students at Giessen 

were Nazi supporters. Mildred was noted for her tact when dealing with the Nazis as both she and Arvid saw 

communism as holding a better solution to the rampant poverty they were witnessing in Germany at the time. 

Her views were well known and eventually led to her tenure at the 

University being cancelled and the position given to an ardent Nazi. A 

family friend suggested that she take over his position as lecturer at the 

Berlin municipal evening high school, which she did, again attracting a 

devoted student following. 

From 1933 onwards, Mildred and Arvid became active in the underground 

resistance to the Nazis. She had to become increasingly adept at concealing 

her beliefs, leading to friends that she visited in the USA in 1936 to be 

shocked at the change in her demeanor from the person they had known 

before to one who seemed almost aloof in the way she guarded her thoughts.  

The resistance group became known as the “Red Orchestra” but it was a 

time where extreme caution was needed. Any potential recruit could be a 

Nazi informer. The group’s main work seems to have been intelligence 

gathering which was passed on to the US embassy and also later, in 1940 to 

the Soviets.  

From then on, their lives were in danger and in 1942 the Nazis intercepted secret radio messages by Soviet 

agent, Johann Wenzell. These were in code but the code was broken after the Gestapo arrested Wenzel,  

allowing the identification of the group members and leading to many arrests, including Mildred and Arvid. 

In September 1942, the Harnacks were 

arrested and put on trial. In December, 

Arvid and other group members were 

hanged from meat hooks by piano wire, 

thus ensuring an agonizing death. Mildred 

was originally sentenced to six years in 

prison but Hitler intervened and insisted on 

a retrial, this time with the death sentence. 

On the 16th of February 1943, Mildred 

Harnack was executed by guillotine, the 

only American executed on the orders of 

Adolf Hitler and the only member of the 

anti-fascist resistance whose burial place, at 

Berlin’s Zehlendorf Cemetery, is known. 
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Maryborough 
Stamp & Coin 

Fair 2025 
  

Saturday  October 25th     
9.30 to 1pm 

  

at Mill House 

88-90 Burke Street 

Maryborough  3465 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

* Stamp & Coin Dealers 

*Free Entry   * Refreshments    * Street Parking  


