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President’s Report December 2025 

Last month we held our club Competitions. The winner of “The Len 

Bennett Memorial Competition (Open)” was won with a fabulous 

Display and study of KGV stamps by Noel Earls. “The John Tresise 

Memorial Competition (Thematic)” was won by Margaret Brown 

showing Musicians. She showed how we can combine our interest away 

from stamps with stamps. Well done and congratulations to both of you. 

Our dear friends Rae and Laurie Bryant have decided to return to 

Queensland to be closer to family as we all are getting older. They are 

shifting to Toowoomba were many years ago they owned a Motel. They 

have been members of our club for 14 years and will be sadly missed by 

us all. Especially me! But in life we all must do, what we must do, and 

all we can do is wish them the very best on their new adventure. By the 

way I have heard there is a wonderful Stamp Club in Toowoomba! 

To me we should all celebrate our Birthdays as it was the day we were born, therefore important and special. 

Our December Christmas birthdays are Ken on the 17th and Libby (me) on the 19th. “Happy Birthday” 

Just to remind you our next meeting starts at 6.30pm. It is our Christmas Shared Eats and a time to talk to each 

other. Please all bring a plate of either sweet or savory to share with fellow members. This will be followed by 

our Club Auction. Remember we can have 10 Lots each on this night. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you and yours a Very Happy and Safe Festive Season. With lots of stamps 

filling your stocking. 

May all your dreams come true in 2026 and have a Happy New Year. 

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family. 

TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important …………… Libby. 

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 December 2025 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

 

Tues. 2nd  Dec.   Christmas - Eats and Fellowship 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 



2 

 

 

Winners of the 2025 club competitions 

The winner of “The Len Bennett Memorial 

Competition (Open)” was won with a fabulous 

Display and study of KGV stamps by Noel Earls. 

“The John Tresise Memorial Competition 

(Thematic)” was won by Margaret Brown 

showing Musicians.  

Rae and Laurie are leaving us 

Rae and Laurie Bryant have decided to return to 

Queensland to be closer to family as we all are getting 

older. They are shifting to Toowoomba were many 

years ago they owned a Motel. They have been 

members of our club for 14 years and will be sadly 

missed by us all.  

All of their friends at the Bendigo Philatelic Society 

send our best wishes for their future. 
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The Stamp House at North Bersted 

When my mother was a young girl, she began collecting postcards from places she visited. Her collection grew 

as other people began sending her cards as well so that when she died, I inherited a lot of her cards. When I was 

nine, I began collecting stamps and when she realised this, my mother showed me a card from a place she had 

visited, years before.  

Apparently, the owner had begun by asking people for any used stamps that they had and papered the walls with 

them. In some rooms, they made garlands of stamps and hung those around the walls. According to my mother, 

she had seen hundreds of Penny Blacks on one wall, which really excited me at the time, though later I realised 

that by sticking them on the walls, probably with wallpaper paste, the stamps would have been ruined. 

Members of Stampboards discussed this place some time back with some members researching the history of the 

place and finding other information, some of which is shown below. I was amused to read that the place was 

originally The Rising Sun Hotel as my mother was a strict Methodist, but it later became a tea room and I 

suppose that was what it was when she visited. Unfortunately, it was demolished in 1957. 

Read more at: https://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?t=20634 

Jubilee Stamp room, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, UK - 

The stamp room at The Rising Sun Pub, North Bersted, Bognor Regis.  Article in The Argus December 31 1892 
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Stamps of King Oscar II 1872 to 1907. 
 Official stamps, Postage Dues and Surcharge overprints 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS 

1st Jan. 1874 – 1877    Perf. 14  

 

 

 

 1877 – 1891    Perf. 13 
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OFFICIAL  STAMPS 

Jan. 1874 - 1880  Perf.14 

 
 

 
 

 
Note: Last row size has been slightly reduced to get the last 5 stamps in. 

 

1881-1891 Perf. 13 
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Oct. 1889   Surcharge overprints  Perf 14 

 

1889 Surcharge overprints   Perf 13 
 

 
  

1889 Surcharge inverted Perf 13 
 

 
 

1891-1907  Further Official stamps issued with Perf 13 
 

 
 

EXPLANATIONS of above Issues: 

Postage Due Stamps – these are added onto posted items with under paid affixed values which are to be paid by 

the receiver. 
 

Official Stamps – Issued for use by Government Departments, Public servants, Members of Parliament/ Senate/ 

Chamber, etc. Such stamps may, or may not, be supplied ‘free’ but are checked upon usage and expenditure. 

 

Surcharge Overprints – an overprint on an already issued stamp altering it to a new value. 

 

Grey 

Maryborough 
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Some Stamp Facts No. 5: Did you know? 
23. Understanding the complex British Indian Empire postal system. 

 Brief background history: 

 Referred to as the British Raj or British India, the hegemony of Britain over the Indian sub-continent 

was a slow development over an hundred and fifty odd years. 

 The East India Company received its monopoly trading rights in 1600. Its object, like that of the 
Dutch, Portuguese, and French was to trade in spices and other commodities. The 
development and epic struggle of the British between 1600 to 1765 saw a steady increase 
in British power mainly over the French for totally control of India. The famous names 
of Clive, Hastings, and the Battles of Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764) make fascinating 
reading, and established expanding British sovereignty which would last until 1947. 
Please research and read further. 

   Postage wise: On 1st July 1852 in the Scinde District the first postal stamps 
were issued becoming known as the Scinde Dawk stamps. 

 

 

There are MANY forgeries of these so beware if purchasing. 

 

Initially, the design was embossed on wafers of red sealing wax impressed on paper but as they cracked and 

disintegrated, they were soon replaced by a colourless design embossed on white paper which was hard to 

see in a dim light. The last stamps were a blue embossing on white paper. Currently, the Scinde Dawk 

stamps are rare classics of philately but earlier, these stamps had a value of only one-half anna each. 

                                  
Sir Bartle Frere 

Sir Bartle Frere with the help of Edward Coffey, the postmaster 

of Karachi, had designed the Scinde Dawk, which was a set that 

comprised of three embossed stamps, round in shape, in white, 

red and blue. These stamps were first issued on 1st July, 1852 

and bore the Merchants" Mark of the British East India Com-

pany, with the mystic sign of four found at the head of almost 

every marine merchant’s mark. 

                 

  

  

The  original  embossed 

Sinde Dawk. 
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Forgeries of Scinde Dawk 

Given their rarity, the Scinde Dawk stamps have been forged over the ages and most of these fakes can be 

detected easily as they are not embossed on paper. Other types of forgeries of these stamps show a 

misalignment of the second letter "A" of ANNA with the "K" of DAWK; and in other fakes the "1/2" is not 

separated from the central heart shaped emblem. 

 

 

The first postal stamp in India was introduced on 1 July 1852 in the Scinde district. In 1854 the 

introduction of uniform postage rates led to the development of the first postage stamps valid for 

use throughout India. As with the introduction of uniform postage in Britain this led to a rapid 

increase in use of the postal system. The volume of mail doubled between 1854 and 1866, and 

again between 1866 and 1871. 

Grey, Maryborough 

  

  

FAKES  

   

 

  

The map (right) shows the Sindh 
area in purple as the Nawab of 
Sindh 
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Why is this person on a stamp? No. 47: 

Charles Proteus Steinmetz  

At Henry Ford’s River Rouge factory, there was 

panic in 1920, as the whole enterprise ground to a 

halt. The  reason? The massive generator that 

powered the entire works had begun making 

strange noises and had needed to be shut down 

while the cause of the problem was determined. 

Among the Ford employes were several talented 

electrical engineers, but none of them could find 

the source of the noises. Experts were called in 

from outside the company but they too were 

baffled. Meanwhile Ford was losing a fortune as 

his production line sat silently waiting. Someone 

mentioned the name of Charles Proteus Steinmetz, whom, they said, was apparently some sort of a genius when 

it came to electronics and in desperation, Henry Ford called him in. 

Steinmetz was a tiny, just four feet tall, unprepossessing man with a hunched back. He arrived and looked 

around at the massive machine and the engineers that it had beaten, then quietly asked that a bed be brought in 

beside the machine. He then acquired a notebook and pencil and had the machine turned back on. For forty-

eight hours, he sat or lay beside the generator, scribbling notes and equations into the notebook as he listened to 

the machine, sometimes with his ear pressed against it.  

On the third day, he asked for the machine to be turned off and for a ladder, a tape measure and a piece of chalk 

to be brought. Climbing the ladder, he made careful measurements then put a single chalk mark on the 

generator. “You must open the generator’s casing at the spot I have marked and remove sixteen coils from the 

windings”, he instructed the technicians. There was some doubtful shaking of heads and a few dubious 

mutterings but his instructions were carried out - what else could they do? Nobody else had a clue about what 

was wrong. 

The generator was then restarted and worked perfectly. The noises were gone. 

The next week, Henry Ford received Steinmetz’s bill. There were no details, simply a bill for $10,000, a very 

considerable amount in 1920. Ford was shocked and wanted more and requested an itemised account before he 

would pay it. The new account came shortly afterwards. “One chalk mark - $1. Knowing where to put it - 

$9,999. Total: $10,000. Henry paid the bill. 

Charles Proteus Steinmetz  was a Prussian-American engineer, inventor and academic. He was born in1865, in 

Silesia, then part of Prussia but now part of Poland. He showed an early talent for maths and science, entering 

the University of Breslau in 1883. In 1888, he was forced to flee to Zurich due to his activities as a socialist. 

Socialism was banned in Germany at the time. The next year, he moved to the United States, changing his name 

from Karl to Charles and adopting the middle name Proteus after a hunchback in the Odyssey. 

He began working for Rudolf Eickemeyer in New York doing research on magnetism. The company changed 

hands and eventually became General Electric. Steinmetz stayed with them, becoming their main research 

person. 

His work on electrical theory was central to the development of alternating current. Before this, power was 

distributed by direct current but the problem with that was that with DC there is a voltage drop over distance so 

distribution was limited. Alternating current overcomes this problem and Steinmetz’s work led to the 

development and rapid expansion of the electricity grid in America and the rest of the world. 

He also became known as the “Forger of Thunderbolts” for his work on understanding lightning where, in an 

enormous laboratory, he created massive artificial lightning. He also studied natural lightning from a purpose 

built tower laboratory. From 1902 until his death in 1923, he was associated with Union College, first as head of 

the electrical engineering department and rising to become a professor in 1913. He registered over 200 patents. 

In 1983, he was one of four US inventors honoured with a stamp, as shown above. Unlike the others in the set, 

this stamp does not show the inventor’s machine but instead shows a simple graph. This stamp was printed in a 

combination of lithography and intaglio. The intaglio part has shown several errors, in some cases being 

misplaced and sometimes, completely missing, making it a favourite with collectors.  


