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President’s Report March 2026 

This President’s Report is being “ghost” written at Libby’s request. 

This is due to Libby’s ongoing need to support her husband, Tom, 

through his health problems. I’m sure all members would like to send 

Tom and Libby their best wishes and support through this difficult 

time. 

At the February meeting, we heard of two other members having health 

difficulties, Richard Guy and Endel Vallak. Members also sent wishes 

for their speedy return to good health. 

Our February meeting was preceded by the first get-together of the new 

sub-group of those interested in the Australian “KGV” stamps. There 

was a very strong turn out for this with members showing and 

discussing their stamps and why they found the almost infinite varieties 

of these stamps so compelling. 

During the meeting, there was a lively discussion about the recent local 

bushfires and the need to protect collectables, as mentioned in the last newsletter. The discussion mainly 

centred around the issue of insurance as members may not be aware that their collections are probably not 

covered by home and contents insurance. 

Our one page competition again proved popular with twelve members submitting entries of stamps featuring 

the letter “B”. The winner was Doug with a display of Bridges. Other displays were butterflies, blue (coloured 

stamps), blood, bathers & beaches, “assorted B” stamps (2 entries), birds, (Peter) Bruegel, Big Ben, Big 

Things, Beautiful Blue stamps. The next mini-competition will be at our May meeting when we look for 

stamps with the letter “C”.  

Our March meeting will be the viewing of the Lois Whatley/ Roman Lemega competition entries followed by 

our annual dinner on the seventh of April. Details of this are yet to be finalised.  

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 March 2026 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

March 3  View Lois Whatley /Roman Lemega entries 

April 7  Annual Dinner - TBA 

May 5  One page display - letter “C” stamps 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 
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The Ideal stamp – where KGV began. 

Before our February meeting there was a gathering of 

those who have shown interest in forming a KGV col-

lectors group within the club. It was well attended and 

reminded me of an interesting stamp, well, actually a 

Cinderella, that I have in my collection. 

From the 14th to19th of October 1912, the Jubilee In-

ternational Stamp Exhibition was held at the Royal 

Horticultural Hall in London, England. A stamp was 

produced as a souvenir of the exhibition and was 

printed in several colours, perforated and imperforate, 

so that there were plenty to purchase if you wanted 

them all. This became known as the “Ideal” stamp and 

it had an interesting feature that left a legacy behind. 

There were a few basic ways that a stamp could be 

produced. The “engraved” or intaglio stamps, also 

called recess printed were made by carving the image 

onto a steel block which was then hardened and used 

to produce the dies for printing. This meant that the 

ink was held in the grooves or recesses and was ap-

plied to the paper under pressure, transferring the ink 

in a slightly raised image that can usually be felt when 

identifying these stamps. An alternative method, known as typography or letterpress, basically does the oppo-

site. In this case, the area of the engraving that is not needed is removed leaving just the areas to be inked. A 

third method, lithography, is not relevant to this discussion. 

Both methods have advantages and disadvantages. Intaglio allows for very fine details to be shown but per-

forms poorly when blocks of colour are required. The dies are quite robust.  Typography tends to have a coarser 

image but produces blocks of colour well. It is also much cheaper. Typograpic dies are also more easily dam-

aged, producing the multitude of varieties that their collectors love. Most engravers were proficient in both 

methods. The Ideal stamp was engraved and printed by typography. 

Queen Victoria died in January 1901but for some reason, the 

newly formed Commonwealth of Australia kept on using her 

image on their stamps for the next twelve years. When they 

finally agreed that it was time to put her to rest, they looked 

around for inspiration for a new stamp. They thought that the 

Ideal stamp was… well, ideal! By this time King George V 

was on the throne. They had totally ignored King Edward VII, 

his father, philatelically speaking. 

This was when the curious idiosyncrasy of the Ideal stamp 

came into play. Since the first “Penny Black” stamps had been 

produced, engravers had worked from left to right, producing 

the facial image as a series of wavy horizontal lines. That was 

simply how it was done. The Ideal stamp, for no recorded rea-

son, turned this around and went from top to bottom. Future 

British stamps reverted to the horizontal method but Australia 

copied the Ideal vertical lines for both the original intaglio 

stamp and the subsequent typographed KGV range. 
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An overview of the Stamps of Western Australia 

Please see various catalogues for more details - 

Cygnus atratus, the Black Swan, is famous as the emblem of Western Australia, and  appeared on nearly all of this 

state’s stamps from 1854 until 1911, with the exception of five high value Queen Victoria stamps issued in 1902 (one 

year after her death!). 

 

 

 

 

Then many, many others followed 1861 to 1911 with different colours, frames, and values. 

 

 

  

The first stamp of 1854 is a One Penny  denominated stamp & 
was issued imperforate. 
 It was engraved by William Humphrys and printed in London in 

1854 by Perkins Bacon. 
Very scarce stamp. 

1854-1858 Rouletted stamps 

   

 

 

The Famous 1854 ‘inverted frame’ 

Only about 15 known. 

Value 2024: minimum $150,000 for each. 

No unused copies. 

Other Issues 1854-1858 Imperforated stamps on watermarked ‘Swan paper’ 

       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denomination_(postage_stamp)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postage_stamp_separation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Humphrys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perkins_Bacon
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Impressive Stamp Duty stamps of 1904 to 1941.  (Many re-issues and colour changes) 

 

1902-1910 Queen Victoria Issue: Only inscribed “WEST Australia” 

Designs taken from Victorian stamps. 

Queen Victoria had died the previous year in January 1901. 
  

     

Revenue stamps: 1881 to 1973. The state has issued countless such stamps inscribed Internal Revenue to Internal Duty 

to Stamp Duty and for such areas as: Cattle Sales Duty (1964), Probate Duty (1903-1905), Supreme Court (1903-1905), 

Beer Duty (1898-1906),  Egg Stabilisation Charge (1940-1942), Financial Emergency Tax (1932-1940), Government Sav-

ings Bank Duty (1906), Hospital Fund (1930-1942), Pig Duty (1943-1966), Supreme Court Fees (1907-1922), Supreme 

Court Probate (1907-1925), Tax Instalment (1940-1941). Some examples below. 

 

  

1st Revenue stamp of 1881 overprinted 

I  R and new value 

    

        

  

e.g. 1898 £1  Internal Revenue stamp 

       1903 6d  Probate Duty 

       1932 9d Financial Tax Emergency 

        

  

e.g. 1907 1d Supreme Court 

       1964 Cattle Duty of 5/-. 

       1943 Pity Duty of 5/-. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Western_Australia_1898_Internal_Revenue_%C2%A31_Swan_stamp.jpg
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Private Company Stamps from 1894 to turn of the century by ‘cycle’ on the W.A. goldfields but eventually these 

ceased when WA Postal services expanded after 1898. 

 

 

Grey, Maryborough 

1941 to 1963 Duty Stamps New Series: some examples 

 

   

1941 1d and 1/- 

Decimal Duty Stamps – examples  3c  & $2  1966 

      

Some examples: 

 

  

1894 Stamps of the Coolgardie Cycle Express Co. 

 

 

Further 1896 Issues. 

 

  

1893 Lake Lefroy Cycle Express 

Impressed Stamps were issued from 1881, at first they were ‘colourless’ and merely left an impression on 

the document but from 1905 this striking vermilion colour was used. Values range from 1d to £500. Also, re

-issued in decimal from 10c to $10,000 

 

  

  

Duty stamp 11/3d. (Eleven shillings & 3d) 

 

  

Decimal Duty of $10,000 
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Some Stamp Facts No. 6: Did you know? 
24. CHALKY PAPER (Often mentioned in Stamp Catalogues). 

 Ever wondered what this is? First introduced for stamp use and printing in 1902. It is a ‘highly surfaced, 

chalk-coated paper’. Its main purpose was to deter any attempt at the fraudulent re-use of stamps by removing 

the cancelled postmark. Such attempts on this paper would also remove the stamp design! If this paper is 

touched with silver (a coin, etc) it leaves a dark pencil-like mark. 

25. 1d Penny Blue of 1840! (Yes, it exists!). 

 Rowland Hill of the famed 1d Black (issued in 1840) wished to trial the colour BLUE so he had printed 

from Plate No. 8 of the 1d Black a number of sheets in Blue so he could decide on the 2d Blue. Of these printed 

stamps (released to the public) only one single stamp has ever been found and that was in 1857!!!!  It is now in 

the Royal Collection. 

(Not listed in any catalogue, and NO picture available from the Royal Collection). 

26. Perforation Gauge & various Perfs 

 This is used to measure the ‘perforations of a stamp’ by counting the number of holes (perfs) or teeth to 

20cms along the stamp. This is then the Perf Number.  It maybe expounded as a whole number or with fractions 

e.g.: 12, 12.5, or 12½ and so on. Without a Perforation Gauge you cannot know the Perf Number. The higher the 

Perf Number the smaller the “teeth” and the “more the holes”.  Perfs can range from 8 to 16. Often the perfs on a 

stamp are mixed: 10.5 x 11, 14 x 14.5, 13 x 13.5, 13.5 x 14, 15 x 14 and so on. 

 

 

 

  

 

Experimental Coil 
   

Two hole & smaller Perfs Perf. 8 (Coil stamp) Perf. 8.5 x Imperf Perf. 9 

    

Perf. 9.5 (or 9½) Perf.10 x Imperf Perf. 10.5 Perf. 11 

    

Perf. 11.5 (or 11½) Perf. 11.75 Perf. 12 Perf. 12.5 (or 12½) 
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Perf oddities 

 

Misplaced Perfs, examples 

 

 

Some USA Perf oddities (early 20th Century) 

 

    
Perf. 13 x Imperf Perf. 13.5 or (13½) Perf. 14 Perf. 14.5 or (14½) 

    
Perf. 15 Perf. 15 ⅕ Perfs 15.5 (15½)  x14 Perf. 16 

    

Weakened Perfs Rough Perfs Syncopated Perfs Broken corner Perfs 

    

    

    

Hyphen-hole Perfs Large Dot Perfs Small Dot Perfs Two Dot Perfs 
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Rouletted Perforations: Another attempt at stamp separation. Mostly very, very fine slits 

between stamps, but never successful. 

 

 

 

Other examples of Rouletted stamps. None have a ‘sharp clean-cut image’. 

 

Grey 

Maryborough 

 

These are Finnish stamps from the 1860’s. 

They actually had “tiny projections” on each tooth which kept the sheet from falling 

apart, but often when the stamps were separated they caused the larger teeth to also 

‘break-apart’ or ‘pull-apart’. 

  

see other examples below. 

     

 

This rouletted stamp from Wurttemberg (1868) was also typical as the corners became 

‘rounded’ when separated from a sheet of stamps. 
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Why is this person on a stamp? No. 

50: Irena Sendler 

On March 24, 2018, Poland issued a 2.60 zloty 

stamp , honoring Irena Sendler, and marking the 

tenth anniversary of her death at age 98. The 

stamp assumes that people know of the exploits 

of this remarkable woman, though this is 

doubtful outside of Poland and perhaps Israel. 

Born in 1910, she began working for the 

Department of Social Welfare and Public Health 

of the City of Warsaw in 1935. When the 

Germans invaded Poland, the occupation 

authorities ordered Jews removed from the staff 

where Sendler worked and barred the 

department from providing any assistance to 

Warsaw's Jewish citizens  Jews were herded 

into the Warsaw Ghetto in preparation for a “final solution”. Jews caught leaving the ghetto and any Poles 

assisting them were executed. 

Conditions in the ghetto were appallingly overcrowded with 400,000 crowded into the small area. Somehow, 

Irena managed to convince the German authorities that a typhus epidemic was imminent and that this would 

spread to the occupying troops. She was given permission to enter the ghetto and used the opportunity to 

smuggle in food, medication etc.  

Irena had no doubt about the intentions of the Germans and organized a group of other Poles to help rescue 

children from the ghetto. Two and a half thousand children, including young babies, were smuggled out and 

placed with a network of Polish families and Catholic convents. As a security measure, they were not only given 

new names but the older children were taught Christian texts and songs that they could recite at any time they 

were challenged by Germans. 

At the same time, Irena kept detailed records of all of the children so that they could be reunited with their 

families, if possible, when the war ended. Unfortunately, for most, this did not happened. Half of all the Jews 

that were executed by the Germans were from Poland. In 1942, the ghetto was emptied and the occupants were 

shipped to Treblinka concentration camp, where most were exterminated or died from disease. 

In October of 1943, the Gestapo raided Irena’s home, having suspected her for some time. Irena gathered the 

precious records and threw them to her assistant who hid them under her clothes. Despite the Gestapo not 

finding the evidence they were seeking, they arrested Irena, torturing her to try to extract a confession. When 

she refused to break, they decided to execute her anyway.  

Fortunately, corruption was rife within the occupying forces and the Polish resistance managed to bribe the 

guards and rescued her. From then on, she worked underground acting as a nurse for the resistance, including 

during the ill-fated Warsaw Uprising in 1944. After the war she returned quietly to her occupation as a social 

worker and might have remained unremembered if two young American students had not decided to do a 

research project on the period of Polish history. 

Her story was told by Jack Mayer in the book, “Life in a Jar”. In 1999, in Kansas, USA, school students acted 

out the story. Fascinated by what they had found about Irena, they went to Poland to try to meet her. Their trip 

caught the attention of the press and, almost overnight, Irena went from being almost forgotten to becoming a 

national treasure. The tenth anniversary of her death in 2008 was designated Irena Sendler Year and the above 

stamp was issued in tribute. 

 We live in the information age. These days, a few hours 

searching the internet can unearth the same amount of data 

that any competent librarian can take almost five minutes 

to supply. 
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Books Repaired & Restored 

 At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged 

(old) books. 

I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers, 

different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality. 

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au 

Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn, 

or delivered direct to me: 

 Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465. 

  

 

mailto:gloyer@live.com.au
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