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Vale Tom Luke 

 

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 April 2026 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

April 7  Annual Dinner - TBA 

May 5  One page display - letter “C” stamps 

June 2  One page display - letter “D” stamps 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 



2 

 

Editor’s note: Remembering Tom Luke 

This week, we received the devastating news that Tom Luke has died. Like many of our 

members, I have reached an age where I’m losing old friends faster than I can make new 

ones. Tom’s death hit very hard. 

Tom was a gentle man, which is the true meaning of “gentleman”. Always kind, courteous 

and friendly, whenever I talked to Tom, he made me feel special. He always gave the 

impression that what I had to say, however trivial, was important to him. I suspect that many 

others feel the same way. 

Apart from both being members of BPS, I was “linked” to Tom in another way. About 15 

years ago, we discovered that we shared a birthday.  

Statistically, of course, this is not unusual. In a world approaching 8.3 billion people with only 365 days (plus 

leap days) to choose from, there will be a probable 22 million or more people with the same birthday. Statistics 

aside, I have only known three people with whom I shared my day.Tom was the third and we never let a year 

go by without sending each other a birthday greeting. 

Apart from the people I have known, I was always pleased that we shared our day with Marilyn Monroe. Tom 

seemed more pleased that we shared it with the poet, John Masefield, and on the few occasions when our 

birthday coincided with the club meeting, he would usually work at least the opening lines of Masefield’s “Sea 

Fever” into the conversation. The poem is shown below. It would be nice if members and friends of Tom could 

read it aloud to accompany him on his new journey. 

On behalf of all of us, I would like to send our love and sympathy to Libby, Tom’s wife and our esteemed 

president. 

  Sea-Fever 
By John Masefield 

 

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky, 

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by; 

And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s shaking, 

And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn breaking. 

  

I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide 

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied; 

And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying, 

And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying. 

  

I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life, 

To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the wind’s like a whetted knife; 

And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover, 

And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over. 

Dear All 

For those who who are wanting to attend, the details of Tom’s funeral service are: 

Date:    Thursday, 26th March 2026 

Time:    1.30pm 

Where:  St Mary’s Anglican Church, 193-195 High Street, Kangaroo Flat. 

Jo 

 

Josephine Raw 

Secretary 

Bendigo Philatelic Society 
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Annual Club Dinner and May Mini Fair 

Dear Members 

The Bendigo Philatelic Society Annual Dinner will be held: 

Date:  Tuesday 7th April, 2026 

Time:  6.00pm for 6.30 meal 

Venue:  The Pearl Room, 

The National Hotel 

182/186 High St, Bendigo VIC 3550 

RSVP: by 27/03/2026 by return email 

Buy your own food and drinks.  

The Lois Whatley and Roman Lemega Trophies will be presented on the night, and the opportunity to review 

the entries again. 

Partners are most welcome.  

Please let me know whether or not you will be attending. If you are bringing a partner, please let me know their 

name. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone! 

Also… 

Margaret has arranged with Brian Bywater to come up again on Saturday 16 May for another “mini-fair” at the 

RSL Hall in Kangaroo Flat. Times will be advised closer to the day. 
 

We are looking for someone to help out by hosting Brian on Friday and Saturday evening. If you can assist, 

please contact Margaret on 0427 341 115 or mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Also, if any club members would like a table, again please let Margaret know. It would be good to have a few 

more tables - Vlado and Peter??? 
 

Jo 

Josephine Raw 

Secretary 

Bendigo Philatelic Society 

Maryborough News 

Due to health reasons Grey has resigned from the 

Club but will still be actively pursue his stamp 

collecting activities. 
 

Any future enquiries should be directed to 

John Williamson on 0437 124 780 

or email at johnawllmsn@gmail.com 
 

For Maryborough Auction or Fair activities 

Please contact Paul Bussey on 0474 435 563 

or email at  paulbussey1947@yahoo.com 

Also from Maryborough… 

A number of us formed a 'new' Stamp Club yesterday 

(St Patrick's Day) in Maryborough, the 

CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS STAMP CLUB. 
 

We are to exist primarily for Exchange Sheets and 

Swapping of stamps. 

(We have no monthly meetings, no Minutes, and no 

Membership Fees, no Bank Account). 
 

Grey Loyer 
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Stamps of King Edward VIII 

 

Great Britain: Other ‘proposed’ essays and proofs, but never issued: 

A further five definitive essays were prepared: this is one of them 

 

Further proposed designs: 

 

Eldest son of King George V & Queen Mary he succeeded to the throne on 20th January 1936 abdicating on 

11th December 1936 to marry Wallis Simpson (a twice divorcee). 

His reign was so short that few dominions or colonies had time to issue postage stamps. 

 

  

Great Britain 

These ‘Accession’ stamps were the only official postage stamps 

issued. 
  

This complete set can be purchased on Ebay for $20. 

  

The King wanted a ‘simplicist design’ which caused 

much criticism. 

  

The top 4 stamps were issued by Great Britain, 

and those following are offices abroad overprints. 

 

Proposed 5 new definitive values 
1d., 1½d., 2d., 3d., and 1s4d 
  
I cannot find any pictures of the 
1d, 2d, 3d or 1s 4d. 
I assume they were the same as this. (?) 
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Edward’s Coronation essays and designs for May, 1937: 

 

 

 

Australia: 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

  

This design by Eric Gill (typographer) was to be is-

sued at the King’s coronation in 1937. 

It was based on the Royal Mint’s proposed 

Coronation Medal. Work continued on these 

essays up to the last week before Edward abdicated. 

  

 

On 29th September, 1936 William Vanneck, Governor Victoria 

visited the printing plant and was invited to sign and date one of 

the finished printed sheets. Consequently, John Ash, the printed 

offered the sheet to the Governor, who separated a corner block 

of 6 stamps (see left) and sent it to someone in England. In Octo-

ber it had become clear the King would not last. John Ash re-

quested the sheet back but it was too late for the 6 stamps to be 

retrieved. 

  

 

2d Scarlet: One of the 6 stamps. 

This one sold in 2016 for $172,000 !!  
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Canada: 

 

For further extensive reading see: The Edward VIII Postage Stamp Essay by Paul J. Henry as published in 

the March-April 1999 issue of The Canadian Philatelist. 

Falkland Islands: 

George Roberts redrew photographs of the archipelago's fauna, human activities and coat of arms. These 

illustrations were inscribed inside a rectangular frame bearing two upper corner circles: the right side one for 

a crown and the left one for the profile of the King, from the same picture as the British issued series. (No 

pictures of the essays for King Edward VIII).  

 
Grey, Maryborough 

 

  

  

Proposed 1c stamp rejected (as per left side 

inscription). King facing right. 

 

          

  

Proposed ‘essays’ of 2c & 3c. King facing left. 

 

  

Designs ‘re-worked’ and picture of King George VI in an 

oval frame inserted. Issued 3 Jan 1938. 

https://www.rpsc.org/cp/edward_viii_essay.html#Henry
https://www.rpsc.org/cp/vol50no2.htm
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Some Stamp Facts No. 8:  Did you know? 
31. It could only happen in the USA! 

The post office in Bedrock, Colorado receives so much fan mail addressed to characters from ‘The Flint-

stones’ that they have a special stamp for rejecting the mail that says: ‘Return to Sender – Fictitious Cartoon Char-

acter.’ 

32. San Marino’s has the world’s only Philatelic Minister of State. 

 It is estimated that 10% of San Marino’s revenue is generated by the sale of postage stamps. 

Some examples of these very collectable stamps: 

 

 

 

 

     

1877 1951 1990 1948 1942 

  
 

1927 1919 1980 

  
  

1994 1976 1949 1966 

 

 

 

1963 1970 1958 
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33.  Heligoland (a small island in the North Sea) 

 Awarded to Great Britain in 1815 it issued its first stamp in 1867 and a further approx. 20 stamps until 

1890 when the island was ‘gifted’ to Germany. These stamps were either printed in Berlin, Hamburg or 

Leipzig. There were many “reprints” of these stamps and mint stamps hold not much value whereas USED 

stamps command very high prices. BEWARE of used forgeries with fake postmark cancellations. 

 

 

 

Authentic Used stamps 

 

Grey 

Maryborough 

 
 

An old postcard view of the island In the North Sea 

 

Mint reprints value $10.00 

 

 

However, 

this mint plate block No. 6 of 6 stamps 

is currently 

on sale for $6,500! 

      

Value $95 Value $265 Value $1100 Value $1150 Value $850 Value $650 
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Why is this person not on a stamp? No. 51: Georg Duckwitz 

In 1973, Israel issued a stamp to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the 

Swedish rescue of 7200 Danish Jews from the Nazis. Sadly, the stamp does 

not honour the part played by Georg Duckwitz, without whom the rescue 

would not have occurred. As far as I can see, there has never been a stamp 

honouring this man, which you may think is almost a crime when you hear 

his story. 

Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz was the German attaché in occupied Denmark 

during World War Two. One day, in 1943, he received orders from Berlin. 

He was to organise the rounding up of all of Copenhagen’s Jews and arrange 

for them to be shipped to the death camps. Georg had no illusions about the 

fate that would await them and was horrified at the idea. He knew many of 

them. 

Instead, he immediately made a secret journey to Sweden where he went 

straight to the government offices and told the Swedish authorities that they 

needed to help save the Danish Jews. When asked how many, he told them 

that there would be around seven thousand if all could be brought to Sweden. 

The Swedes didn’t hesitate and agreed to take the Danes in. 

Georg returned to Copenhagen where he phoned a Jewish contact, 

explaining what was about to happen. Quickly and quietly, the word was 

spread. Take one suitcase and head to the docks immediately. At the docks, 

dozens of boats were waiting, manned by Danish fishermen, who had all 

volunteered to take the Jews across to Sweden where others were waiting to 

take them in and help get them settled. 

Georg kept working at his job as if nothing had 

happened, attending meetings with the Nazi party and 

filing his normal reports while each night more 

people were taken on the rough passage to safety. By 

the time the SS arrived to begin the round-up, there 

were none left. They found empty houses that had 

been abandoned leaving half eaten meals still on the 

table. Furious, they instigated an enquiry but nobody talked and nobody was found who 

could have warned the Jews. Georg would have been executed if  caught. 

It was only after the war had ended that the truth became known. Georg was interviewed many times but he 

refused to let people call him a hero. He always said, “I only did what any decent person would do.” In a world 

that is still debating the morality of blindly following orders, Georg’s example deserves to be better known. 

He remained working for the West German government, becoming the German ambassador, first to Denmark 

then later to India. In 1966, he was made Secretary of State in the German Foreign Office, a position he held 

until his retirement in 1970. In 1971, Israel designated Georg Duckwitz as one of the Righteous Among the 

Nations yet, when they produced a stamp to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the rescue, they produced the 

stamp shown above.  The stamp was released in 1973, the same year Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz died aged 68.  
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Books Repaired & Restored 

 At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged 

(old) books. 

I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers, 

different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality. 

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au 

Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn, 

or delivered direct to me: 

 Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465. 

  

 

mailto:gloyer@live.com.au
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