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President’s Report May 2026 

It’s just a short report this month as things are a bit unsettled here at the moment. 

At our annual dinner, prizes were awarded for the Roman Lemega and Lois 

Whatley competitions. Prizes were awarded by Ken Datson. 

The Roman Lemega 

competition was won by 

David Robinson while Geoff 

Crawford saw his name 

added to the Lois Whatley 

shield. Congratulations to 

both members. This year’s 

competition has already 

been circulated to members 

so the sooner we get started, 

the more time we have to find thgose elusive stamps. Good luck with the search! And in the meantime… 

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family. 

TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important …………… Libby. 

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 May 2026 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

May 5  One page display - letter “C” stamps 

June 2  One page display - letter “D” stamps 

July 7  One page display - letter “E” stamps 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 
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Denmark’s new philatelic labels. 

David Cotton has received a sample of the new labels that are being used in Denmark to replace postage 

stamps. His friend, Alex complains that on incoming mail, the new postal company insists on placing a label in 

the same position as the stamps. These labels have a permanent adhesive making it impossible to remove 

without ruining the stamps. And we thought we had problems with posties using a biro! 

Vatican stamp supports Ukrainian Catholics. 

On February 26, 2026, the Vatican unveiled a special stamp 

honoring Ukrainian Catholics, featuring Kyiv's Patriarchal 

Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ, depicted in darkness 

during a wartime power outage. The design highlights the 

cathedral as a symbol of resilience during Russia's invasion.  

Key details regarding the stamp include: 

Design: The image shows the Cathedral of the Resurrection of 

Christ (the UGCC's main church) in a blackout, with the 

silhouette contrasted against a glowing, dark sky. 

Significance: It commemorates the 30th anniversary of the 

restoration of the Kyiv Diocese, the 20th anniversary of the return 

of the Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church to 

Kyiv, and the 12th anniversary of the cathedral's construction. 

Symbolism: Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk described the 

stamp as a sign of solidarity and "consolation" in the face of the 

ongoing war. 

Value and Use: The stamp has a face value of 1.35 euros, 

intended for mailing letters to European destinations.  

This issuance is considered unusual for the Vatican, which 

typically avoids political, wartime references, opting instead for, 

for example, paintings, religious figures, or Catholic holidays. 
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Some Stamp Facts No. 9:  Did you know? 
34. Bayern (Bavaria) holds 2 World records in stamp production. 

In 1911 Prince Regent Luitpold appeared on stamps commemorating his 90th birthday. 

These stamps were produced by ‘photo-lithography’ a world first! 

 

In 1913 on the accession of Ludwig III as King, his stamps were produced by the ‘photogravure’ process, 

another world first for Bavaria! 

 

 

 

The above sets were overprinted in 1919-1920 as the Free State (Freistaat) Bayern after the overthrow of the 

Bavarian Monarchy following Germany’s defeat in November, 1918 and the proclamation of the German 

Republic. The House of Wittelsbach had ruled Bavaria since around 1156 A.D.  Starting as ‘Counts’ the House 

expanded over the following centuries to become a Duchy then to an Electorate in 1623, and under Napoleon to a 

Kingdom in 1806. Under the “mad” King Ludwig II the magnificent Neuschwanstein castle and other imposing 

castles were built in the late 19th century. These are great tourist attractions today. 

 

  

  

  

  

Complete set used 

 

  

  

  

  

  

Complete set used 

(comes Perforated and 

Imperforated) 
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35. Ever heard of the ‘Rhineland Republic’ or Rheinish Republic? 

 Following Germany’s defeat in November, 1918, all German territory west of the Rhein River was placed 

under Allied control until 30th June , 1930. On 11th January 1923 the French crossed the Rhine and occupied the 

Ruhr Region due to the collapse of German currency.  The French “supported” a movement for an independent 

Rhineland allied to France which was proclaimed in October, 1923 in Aachen. Most Rhinelanders did not sup-

port this and it had collapsed by December, 1924. There were some stamps issued – they are now hard to find. 

These were German stamps overprined with R.R. (Rheinish Republic). Some examples. 

 

36. Free State of Bottleneck (in German: Freistaat Flaschenhals)  (A Quasi-State) 

 It actually existed between 10 January 1919 to 23 February 1923! 

 

 

Grey 

Maryborough 

  

  

 
  

 

 

This is a Rheinish Emer-

gency Bank Note at 

500,000,000 Marks 

    

 

It was an area between the American 

& French zones shown in yellow. Its 

main town was Lorch, and its Mayor 

Edmund Pnischeck was elected as 

President. 

Postage Stamps? 

It is quoted in various sources 

that postage stamps were issued, 

however, despite extensive 

searches I could find no 
examples. 

 

 

Flashenhals Issued 

50 Pfennig Notes 

  

Pnischeck headed the Bottleneck's administration 
for the time of its existence, which even oversaw 
the production of its own stamps and currency. 
Bottleneck stamps and currency are now sought-
after rarities.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
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Some Stamp Facts No. 10:  Did you know? 
37.  Spain’s 1930 Issue of Goya’s naked lady painting caused a great CONTROVERSY! 

 

These stamps caused a great scandal when issued. In Catholic Spain there were many protests, and 

abroad the protests also continued. In the USA many of these stamps on letters were defaced and by the end of 

1930 the USA refused to accept letters with these stamps. In Belgium (as late as 1952!) police confiscated these 

stamps from a shop window as immoral.  Many arguments centred around the effect on children in collecting 

these stamps. 

 The complete set had an inflated price of US$5, and had to be cancelled within 3 days from 1st 

August, 1930. (After this date they were considered not valid and therefor “forgeries” if cancelled. So, beware 

if buying used copies. 

 When United Artists Films tried to mail out 2,268 postcards promoting their film entitled the Naked 

Maja in 1958/9, the US Post Office halted the mail out citing the postcards as “lewd, lascivious and in decent”. 

 With the changing times, these painting have over the past 20 years been reproduced by many other 

nations on their stamps. 

38. The world’s largest stamp collection is the Royal Collection in London held personally by the monarch. It 

contains millions of stamps. Current value between 100 to 200 millions of pounds. It is securely kept at 

Buckingham Palace. 

39. Australia’s 2006 Red Back Spider stamp could only be bought in a packet set, and was not released for 

general circulation as it was feared by postal authorities that people would be scared to open their letter boxes if 

the Red Back spider stamp was actually on a letter!  

 

 

 

 

The set comprised 32 stamps of Goya the 

Painter with the top 3 values showing 

La maja desnuda, the Naked Maja. 

  

  

  

The $1 Red Back spider stamp can 

only be  obtained  from this  pack. 

This pack now sells for around $20. 
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40.  Togo’s mistaken portrait in 2011 of Marie Currie. 

 

41. ‘Melita’ is the personification of the Island of Malta, dating back to the 15th Century. 

 

 In 1921 Malta was granted limited self-government, and a competition was held for a news series of 

stamps. Two designs were chosen, and were split between the new issue of 17 stamps. Issue date 1st August, 1922. 

The stamps were at first not popular. 

 
 

Today, however, the above sets are considered some of the best stamps of Malta! 

Grey 

Maryborough 

 

   

  

Marie  Currie’s  portrait  appears  on  the 
stamp, but the portrait on the Mini Sheet is 
actually the actress Susan Marie Frontczak! 

  

It was first used on a 2/6d stamp in 1899. 

Value today mint $100. 

 

 

 

There are numerous colour variations in this set includ-

ing 2 x £1. A set as this costs about $450 mint. 

 

 On 1st April, 1926 14 of the 

above stamps were overprinted 

‘POSTAGE’, due to a change in 

collecting ‘postage and reve-

nue’, and were only on sale for 

3 days being mostly sold to 

dealers. Again, these were not 

popular. Mint set $90. 
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Why is this person on a stamp? No. 51: Montgomery Blair 

Today, on the internet, it is possible to see 

Russian soldiers complaining about their 

government’s restriction of the messaging 

system, Telegram. This was the most common 

way that soldiers could keep in touch with their 

families and to have it taken away brought a lot 

of distress. 

The ability of soldiers being able to contact 

home during a war does not have a long 

history, only dating back to the time of the 

American Civil War. 

In 1847, postal reforms in the United States 

brought correspondence within the budget of 

ordinary people so that by the start of the civil 

war in 1861, it was reasonably universal.  

Sadly, so many of the letters that have survived from that war are people saying goodbye, either before they went 

into battle or were lying in hospital beds. Disease was the major killer during the war with diarhoea and dysentery 

causing 57,000 deaths and with typhoid also adding to the toll. One typhoid victim wrote, “This will be the last 

words that you will hear from me. Children, love your mother and take care of each other”. He died two days 

later. Parents also received official news of the death of their sons by the mail. So great was the distress caused 

around post offices as loved ones received and read such letters that it led to a major change in the postal system. 

On the Union side, Lincoln’s appointed as postmaster, a lawyer and politician called 

Montgomery Blair. He was an efficient and energetic man who built the post office 

into something resembling modern times. The grief displayed around the post offices 

led him to bring in a new system. Although only possible at the time in urban areas, 

instead of people going to the post office to collect their mail, he organized for mail 

to be delivered to people at home. This meant that people were able to give vent to 

their grief in private, without the embarrassment of a public display which previously 

would have affected all those around them. 

It began on the same day as the battle at Gettysburg with 449 “postmen” delivering 

the mail in forty-nine of the Union’s largest cities. Next, he introduced a system of 

money orders where people could safely send and receive money through the post. 

He sped up the transit of mail by introducing railway sorting cars so that mail that 

travelled between cities could be sorted on the train while in transit. This had been 

suggested by the superintendent of mail trains for Chicago, George B. Armstrong. 

Blair also advocated for international coordination of the post,and was instrumental in organizing the First 

International Postal Conference that in time led to the UPU. 

Despite his many successes, Blair made many enemies, particularly as Lincoln seems to have sought his advice 

about the running of the war. Eventually, these enemies coordinated their assaults and pressured Lincoln to 

remove him in 1864. The improvements and  modernizations to the postal system that he had achieved, remained. 

 

SAMMY STAMPS 

Sammy Stamp Snippers have been cutting for over 18 years in Bendigo. Now only a small 

group as suppliers are getting so few letters these days. They will be grateful for any 

donations to trim for Melbourne. 

The stamps are sent to Melbourne where they are sold to collectors or overseas. All 

countries and denominations are welcome. The money that they get is donated to all 

different kinds of charities. If you have any stamps you no longer need please give them to 

Doug as he goes to the stamp snippers. 

Contact person for Bendigo is Jeanette Boquest 0419 084 531. 

Doug Pearse 
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Books Repaired & Restored 

 At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged 

(old) books. 

I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers, 

different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality. 

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au 

Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn, 

or delivered direct to me: 

 Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465. 

  

 

mailto:gloyer@live.com.au
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