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June 2 One page display - letter “D” stamps

July 7 One page display - letter “E” stamps

Aug 5 One page display - letter “F” stamps

Aug 29 BPS Stamp Fair

President’s Report June 2026

I apologise to all members for not doing as much as I should have over the past
few months. For those who may not know, I lost my Tom on 15 March. He was a |
wonderful man, and we loved each other deeply. I now have to start a new life by
myself, but he has left a great void in my life, but [ am doing my best to heal.

Thank you to everyone who sent cards and flowers, made phone calls, and to
those who attended his funeral. I am very fortunate to have you all in my life.

Now to stamps. The alphabet competition is going well. Last month we had 11 §
entries, which was wonderful. John took top honours with his entry for the letter
“C” — Cinderella stamps — and showed items many of us would love to have in
our collections. Next month’s letter is “D” another opportunity to come up with something unique and
interesting.

Remember prior to our next meeting we have a get together for the KGV Sub - Group. Knowledge is power
when you look at a stamp it can be worthless or enough to get something special. The KGV meeting starts at
6pm.

I will finish with my usual little message to all members of our philatelic family.

TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important ............... Libby.
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CLUB CONTACTS:
President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066
Vice-president: Geoff Crawford

Secretary: Jo Raw
email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held
on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L.
Station St. Kangaroo Flat

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.
10 items per member are allowed for auctions
Christmas bonanza auction in December .

Treasurer: Margaret Brown
email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong
email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com

Librarian: David Robinson

email: ddusa@live.com.au
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Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at
meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home.
More sheets are always needed so please “lick and
stick” a few.
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Saved by the bell revvevesvvewwewe s
s ALIAN

an absolute cacophony of church bells as all the different churches called the?
faithful to worship. To me, it was a very happy sound and the memory is a good: ;
one. Not so happy was the bell from the chapel across the road that would ring: Y
during the weekdays. The chapel was in the local cemetery, leaving one to wonder |
“for whom the bell tolls”. I’ve always liked bells and can’t help noticing how many :
stamps there are with bells on them. In fact, a good thematic collection could be*
made of them. There are many stories about famous bells as well but the one I like :

best is the one that led to the saying used as a title for this article. g £
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In the early days of medicine, doctors ) E '
N

trade. Indeed, surgeons also worked: = A
as barbers which is why, once upon a, XLDgﬂ. A \I/‘:IBI%%R (0]
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S 3 white striped pole outside their shops, symbolising blood and
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R !l bandages. Where doctors really went astray was in diagnosing
4 death. People could be told Grandma had died when she was only

N ) comatose. Archaeologists have confirmed this when exhuming

graves and finding clawed scratches on the inside of the coffin lid.

The Irish solved this problem by keeping the body at home for three days while inviting the neighbours in. This
was the origin of the “wake” though these days, it tends to be more of a party. In England, another solution was
tried where a string was tied to the wrist of the corpse and extended up to the surface where it was tied to a bell.
If the corpse “woke up” and pulled on the string, the bell rang and they could be rescued. Saved by the bell!

I have no idea, of course, whether this story is true, despite hearing it from many sources over the years. It may
be just an urban legend, but it is such a good tale, I would hope it has at least some truth in it. Anyway, for those

who might think a collection of bell stamps is a good idea, here are a few ideas to get started.
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42. Pocahontas — the famous American Indian woman is featured on a US 5¢ Blue stamp

(in European dress!) issued in 1907.

Born circa 1596 and notable for her connection with the
Jamestown English colony. She converted to Christianity and
married John Rolfe in April 1614 bearing him a son, Thomas,
in early 1615. She travelled to England with her husband and
son and was presented to Court. She was famous in her day,
but then died suddenly in 1618, and is buried somewhere in
St George’s churchyard at Gravesend.
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43. Lithuania: A once powerful kingdom in central and eastern Europe founded on 6™ July, 1253 develop-
ing over the next two centuries into a Grand Duchy, and joining with Poland in 1569 into a Commonwealth becom-
ing the largest country in Europe! Unfortunately, the rival states of Austria, Prussia and Russia set about destroying
and annexing the entire country between 1772 to 1795. The country finally again became an independent republic

on 16™ February 1918 in the turbulence of the Russian Revolution.

The first 2 stamps issued by the new republic were issued on 27" December, 1918 and were known as the
“Baltukai”. The 10 skatiku was the rate for postcards, and the 15 skatiku for letters. (The ‘skatiku’ had the same
value as the German Pfennig). The simple design stamps were printed on order of the Lithuanian Postal Authority
in the Martynas Kukta Printing House in Vilnius.

Issued 27 Dec. 1918 Another 4 stamps Issued by 31 Dec 1918
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Postcard 1* Day of Issue 27 Dec. 1918 Letter showing 4 of the new values Dec 1918




44, Portugal: Its stamps from 1853 to 1880 were all embossed.

First Issue 1853 Queen Maria Il embossed facing left. White and featuring less on a coloured background. There are
MANY bogus issues/ copies beware. The below are genuine.

5 Reis Brown used 25 Reis Blue used 50 Reis Green Mint 100 Reis Lilac Use
$350 $80 $1000 ($5000!) Only 12 known

Below are other mixed examples of the embossed stamps to 1880. Refer to a catalogue to understand the Issues of
1855, 1856-8 (printed twice), 1862-4 (printed twice), 1866-1867 (printed twice), 1867-70 (printed twice), & 1870-
1884. Genuine used below.

Grey
Maryborough
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45. Ryukyu Islands: (Known in Japan as the Nansei Islands).

A chain of islands that stretch from Japan (Kyushu) to Taiwan. The largest island is beautiful Okinawa
(infamous for the great battle there in WWII). The islands had various independent kingdoms until 1609 when
the Japanese conquered the islands but did not formally annex them until 1879 (please read further elsewhere).
The US Military occupied the islands from 1945 until 1950, then a US civil authority ran the islands until they
were officially returned to Japan in 1972.

Japanese stamps were used until 1945. Mail services in 1945-6 were free. From 1946 to 1948 a ‘fee paid’
cancellation was used until 1% July, 1948 when separate Ryukyu stamps were first issued.

This is the 1st Issue which has a ‘wavy lines watermark’. A 2" print of these stamps has NO watermark.

From 1948 until 1972 there were 224 Ryukyu stamps issued. They are very collectable.

Last stamp issued 20™ April, 1972 after which Japa-
nese stamps were used.

From 1987 Japan was divided into 47 ‘Prefectures” which issued stamps (some the same, and many different for
each prefecture). It is an involved collecting area. Up until 2008 the prefectures were identifiable by the inscrip-
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Okinawa was a prefecture but NOT the whole of the Ryukyu Islands.

tion: . After 2008 this was not used.

Some examples of single Okinawa Prefecture stamps. (Sets of stamps were also issued).
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46. The GREATEST Master of Line Engraving — Czeslaw Slania (1921-2005).

In 1960 a young Polish engraver began work at the Swedish Stamp Printing Office. Over the following almost
half a century we would engrave around 1,000 stamps and many banknotes for some 30 countries. He was recognized

worldwide as “the Master” of portrait engraving. He was honoured in 1991 on his 70™ birthday by his adopted

country Sweden with a souvenir stamp sheet with his name on the mini sheet!

S ol S Left: A masterpiece of

olania

engraving complete with his
name on the mini stamp
sheet!

Right is his portrait.

17 man 2000
CZESLAW SLANIAS 1000:c FRIMARKE

Interestingly, Slania's

CHURCHILL | favourite engraved stamp

One of his masterpieces was not one that he had

was the painting by engraved himself but
David Kloecker was the USA 1965
5 | Ehrenstrahls (1628-1698) Churchill stamp
of the “Great Dfeds of engraved by Charles A.
fi 169 SweQISh Klpgs shown ‘ Brooks with lettering by
here issued in 2000 as his Howard Sharpless.

1000™ work.

A few other brilliant works by him.

International POST |
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1979 A ram for the This Australian and Swedish Joint Issue in 2001 Queen Sylvia
Faroe Islands

Grey
Maryborough



Why is this person on a stamp? No. 52: Simone Wiel

Simone Wiel’s life was short, just 34 years, yet in that time she became
one of the foremost thinkers of the first half of the twentieth century.She
was a precocious child, indeed both she and her older brother André were
quite exceptional. By the time Simone was twelve, they were both fluent in
Ancient Greek which they used as their private secret language. Later she
learned Sanscrit so that she could read the original Bhagavad Gita. André
went on to be an acclaimed mathematician while Simone moved towards
philosophy, and later spiritualism.

An attack of appendicitis as a six month old baby left her with poor health
for the rest of her life. Despite that, she shone intellectually. Even as a
young child she showed an empathy for the poor and working classes that
was rare for one from her privileged background. During the First World
War, which took her father away for much of her early childhood, she
saved her sugar and chocolate and sent it to soldiers at the front. At ten
years old she could be seen joining a worker’s march and singing the

Internationale along with them. ﬂ 5@‘* (H) 5 @

ay
She read Marx and considered herself a Marxist but never joined the [F@MN« [E
communist party, coming to the view that capitalism and communism had '

a shared flaw. Workers were dominated by the rich in a capitalist society
while in socialist societies, by the growth of a professional bureaucracy of people who had never worked in a
factory.

She wrote, “Whether the mask is labeled fascism, democracy, or dictatorship of the proletariat, our great
adversary remains the apparatus—the bureaucracy, the police, the military. Not the one facing us across the
frontier of the battle lines, which is not so much our enemy as our brothers' enemy, but the one that calls itself our
protector and makes us its slaves. No matter what the circumstances, the worst betrayal will always be to
subordinate ourselves to this apparatus and to trample underfoot, in its service, all human values in ourselves and
in others.” Her ideas angered many on both political extremes. Leon Trotsky, the Russian founder of the Red
Army was particularly incensed and attacked her personally as well as arguing against her ideas though quietly
adopting some of them.

She had a strange abhorrence of personal contact, avoiding touching other people, both male and female. Another
thing many found strange about her was the fact that she rarely wore women’s clothes as she saw them as a
symbol of male dominance.

After gaining the equivalent of a Master’s Degree, Simone became a teacher but frequently took leave to join
different political activities. At one stage, she declared that theory without action and experience was worthless
and she left teaching to work in factories for a year. In 1932, she visited Germany where she watched the rise of
the Nazi party. Returning to France, her warnings were ignored but the next year when Hitler came to power, her
fears became reality. She became involved in helping German communists escape to France.

Later, she went to Spain to join the anti-fascist forces but her extremely poor eyesight made her a poor soldier and
eventually, she returned to France. A month later, October 1936, the unit she had been with was almost wiped out.

When Germany invaded France, Simone’s family left Paris and moved to
Marseilles where she became involved with the resistance movement. It was here
that she is said to have had some sort of religious epiphany and for the last years
of her life, she became deeply religious and explored mysticism. Much of her
writing from that time reflects this. She wrote “All the natural movements of the
soul are controlled by laws analogous to those of physical gravity. Grace is the
only exception. Grace fills empty spaces, but it can only enter where there is a
void to receive it, and it is grace itself which makes this void. The imagination is
continually at work filling up all the fissures through which grace might pass.”
The poor health that had dogged her life finally caught up with her and on the
24th August 1942, she died of heart failure. The stamp is based on a photograph
taken of her that year.

Main sources: Wikipedia, Simone Wiel Quotes at goodreads.com.
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FREE ENTRY
INSCOVER SOMETHING SPECIAL AT THE ECHUCA GO,
COLLECTABLES, TOYS, ANTIQUES AND STAMP FAIR! WiTn
FREE ENTRY FOR EVEIRYONE IT'S THE PERFECT DAY OUTTO
ENPLORE RARE FINDS, UNIQUE TREASURES, ANDNOSTALGIC
PIECES FOR ALL AGES. FROM VINTAGE TOYS TO FASCINATING
COINS AND TIMELESS ANTIQUES TO STAMPS AND LETTERS,
THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERY COLLECTOR AND CURIOUS
v VISITOR KRIDS WILL RECEIVE A FREE COIN BAG ON ENTRY,
. ..-_ R %‘“ ARING IT AN EXCITING AND INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE FOR
7 YOUNGER GUESTS TOO, DONTTMISS THIS CHANCE TO HUNT
o]

FOR HIDDEN GEMS AND ENJOY A GREAT COMMUNITY EVENT!
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5 N7 HARE ST ECHUCA VIC 3564 f
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SAMMY STAMPS

Sammy Stamp Snippers have been cutting for over 18 years in Bendigo. Now only a small
group as suppliers are getting so few letters these days. They will be grateful for any
donations to trim for Melbourne.

The stamps are sent to Melbourne where they are sold to collectors or overseas. All
countries and denominations are welcome. The money that they get is donated to all
different kinds of charities. If you have any stamps you no longer need please give them to
Doug as he goes to the stamp snippers.

Contact person for Bendigo is Jeanette Boquest 0419 084 531.

Doug Pearse

Books Repaired & Restored

At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged
(old) books.
I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers,
different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality.

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au
Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn,
or delivered direct to me:
Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465.
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somew  290th. August 2026

S 9.30 - 2.30

Local & Melbourne
Stamp and Coin

Dealers

St. Andrews

Uniting Church Hall
24 Myers St. Bendigo

Free Entry

Bendigo Philatelic Society

Inc

FO. Box 962 Bendigo Central, Vic. 3552

www.bendigophilatelic.org
Ernquiries: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com




