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President’s Report July 2026

As the winter chills hit us, hopefully we can spend more time playing
stamps. This year has been a nightmare for me, with the loss of Tom, my
car accident, cancellation of my visa card and now three weeks with
intermittent hot water. I hate to think what next.

Now to stamps. Last month we had a great participation in the Alphabet
competition for the letter “D.” Now next meeting is the letter “E” I know
one person who would say “E” is for elephants. What else!

The KGV Group is becoming very popular, and our next meeting is after
the normal meeting as we have a committee meeting prior. Hopefully we
will see the return of Jo after her struggle with a knee replacement.

I think telling you about who has a birthday has run its course, so I was
thinking maybe I could ask whoever is interested to write a paragraph on their philatelic life, why they started,
who helped them start, some little interesting happening etc. If you would like to participate you can email me
3socks@westnet.com.au.

Any little story would be appreciated. This will also let us know a little bit about each and help with our
friendships after all we do have a common bond.

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family.

TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important ............... Libby.

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter.

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held CLUB CONTACTS:
on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. Vice-president: Geoff Crawford
Station St. Kangaroo Flat Secretary: Jo Raw
email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.
10 items per member are allowed for auctions
Christmas bonanza auction in December .

Treasurer: Margaret Brown

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong
email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com

Librarian: David Robinson

email: ddusa@live.com.au
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Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at
meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home.
More sheets are always needed so please “lick and
stick” a few.
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JOHN ARMSTRONG

Final Destination

MALMSBU
AUSTRALIA

I Jonathan Beirne 80654841
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How does this make sense?

It obviously does or it wouldn’t have arrived. This is the label from a book that was ordered from an Australian
bookseller with warehouses in several countries. The book was located in Great Britain but the postage was still
listed as free. So the book came to Australia at no postage cost. What is hard to understand, is that it came via

Sweden. It seems illogical that this could be commercially viable but apparently, that is how things work
sometimes.

USA 50 Years of Trucking:
Trying to keep everyone happy.

It would have been enough to have the designer
tearing out his hair. It was a simple enough brief.
Here is a photo, turn it into a stamp to
commemorate 50 years of the trucking industry.
The original photo is on the right, top left. Then
someone noticed that the truck manufacturer was
showing which could lead to complaints from
other brands. The design was changed, removing
the name and altering the grill so that it was more
generic. This is shown on the first day postcard
in pink.It was then that the safety bods had a say.
You couldn’t have the truck driver hanging out
of the window like that. So he was put back in

and the grill altered again for the final stamp. The ”/ ’;RUEK/NG PN PR b
first day envelope let him hang out but once e g BQ&R T e N P
again, changed the gritl. Coaris »
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47. The Greek set of stamps of 1954 that have a deliberate ink blot!

In 1907 Winston Churchill visited the British colony of Cyprus and stated that:

“I think it only natural that the Cypriot people who are of Greek descent should regard their incorporation with what
may be called their motherland (Greece) as an ideal to be earnestly, devoutly and fervently cherished” (as recorded in

Hansard).

With Britain and Churchill opposing “Enosis “ (re-unification of Cyprus with Greece) throughout the 1920’s
to 1950’s, Greece finally issued a set of stamps quoting Churchill’s speech from 1907 with a “symbolic” ink spot

over the Churchill statement!

48. Vatican: 400™ Anniversary of the Council of Trent. Set issued 20™ February, 1946.

Designed by Corrado Mezzana. Perf 14. Print run 2,000,000 ea.

Considered by collectors to be one of the best set of stamps issued.
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These portraits represent a few important figures in
the life of the Catholic Church.

The Council of Trent (1545 to 1563) was the 19™
Ecumenical Council and expounded statements on the
Church’s doctrine and teachings, especially on sacred
traditions, salvation, sin, the Mass, biblical canon, the
Saints, on heresies, on sacred scripture, and so on. It
was in direct response to the Protestant Reformation,
and 1s known as the ‘Counter Reformation’.

It is still valid to this day.

5 cents Cathedral of San Vigilio (Trent), 25 ¢ St Angela Mericia, 50 ¢ St Antonius Zaccaria,

75 ¢ St Ignatius Loyola, 1 Lire St Cajetan Thienaeus, 1 Lire 50 ¢ St John Fisher,

2 Lire Christoforo Cardinal Madruzzi, 2 Lire 50 ¢ Reginald Cardinal Pole, 3 Lire Marcello Cardinal Cervini,
4 Lire Giovanni Maria Cardinal del Monte, 5 Lire Emperor Charles V, 10 Lire Pope Paul IIL




49. TPO or Travelling Post Offices.

With the advent of railways across the UK in the 1830’s it became apparent that mail could be moved (and
cancelled on route) much quicker than by horse and wagon. George Kastadt, an employee at the GPO in 1838 is
credited with the TPO concept. The idea soon spread to many other countries. “TPO’ cancellations on stamps/covers
are collectable today.

The final UK TPO occurred 10" January, 2004. Some mail today is still sent by rail but NOT sorted or can-
celled en-route. (Australia used this system until 1968).

Some Australian examples:

German (Zug) Train 1893

Poftfarte —  Weltpoftvercin

Carfe poxtile — Union postals umiverselle /&
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50. C.E.F. overprints (China Expeditionary Force).

This was first used in 1900 on Queen Victoria stamps from India during the Boxer Rebellion in Peking when
an Indian Division (under the British) helped relieve the Legations under siege from the Boxer forces. Indian sol-

diers continued to remain in Northern China until 1** November 1923, consequently further British Indian stamps of

King Edward VII and King George V were subsequently also overprinted. There are MANY of these stamps.

Please see a few examples below, and refer to a specialized catalogue for more details.
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Introduced to pay for postage
on parcels weighing 16 ounces
or more. Each stamp was
‘carmine-rose’.

A collectable set.




Three superbly designed and engraved large French stamps:

52. France 1947 500 Francs stamp: Herring Gull over Ile de la Cite. Perf. 13

This large stamp measures: 52.0 x 41.0mm
Slate Green
Printed 1,625,000

Designed & Engraved by Pierre Gandon (20/1/1899 —
23/7/1990)

Issued 7/5/1947

53. France 1949 100 Francs stamp of the Alexander III Bridge & the Petit Palais. Perf 13.

This large stamp measures: 53.0 x 41.0mm
Brownish Red

Printed 85,152,500

Designed & Engraved by Pierre Gandon
(20/1/1899 —23/7/1990)

Issued 13/6/1949

54. France 1950 1,000 Francs stamp: Paris view. Perf 13.

This large stamp measures: 37.0 x 48.0mm
Black/violet /blue

Printed 1,137,500

Designed: Jacques Combet (13/11/1920 — 14/7/1993).
Engraved: Albert Decaris (6/5/1901 — 1/1/1988)
Issued 16/1/1950

Grey
Maryborough




Why is this person on a stamp? No. 53: Robert Johnson

For those of us who had our adolescence in the 1950s and 60s, it was
a great time to be alive. Despite any angst about the nuclear
destruction of the planet, it was a time of great creative energy and
hope for the future. Underlying it all, the soundtrack of our existence
was Rock and Roll.

Of course, every generation thinks that their music is the best ever
but what set the sixties apart particularly, was that the record
companies allowed their acts to be original and even went looking
for new creative musicians that could be the “next big thing”. The
A&R person (Artist and Repertoire) had the job of finding the new
talent and was possibly the most powerful person in the company.

The previous generation relied heavily on “Tin Pan Alley” writers to provide the material for their stars and by the
end of the seventies, the accountants had taken over and popular music became much more formulaic, a situation
that continues to this day. That is not to denigrate what went before or came after. A lot of great music was created
then and since.

Most of us, in the fifties and sixties would spend a lot of time glued to our radios. We could name all of the current
stars and their hits. The fifties gave us Bill Haley, Elvis and Buddy Holly, among others, while the sixties saw the
explosion of the Beatles, Rolling Stones and so many others including a very healthy local scene. Many of us had
no idea of the sources of much of the music our favourites played. Who knew that Roll Over Beethoven was written
by a black American musician called Chuck Berry. Even fewer understood that Berry’s distinctive style was based
on the “licks” and chord phrasing of a much earlier musician named Robert Johnson. In fact, many of the musicians
we revered, such as Keith Richards, Eric Clapton and Robert Plant, credit Robert Johnson as being the “Father” of
Rock and Roll. Bob Dylan credits him as an important influence in his lyric writing.

When Keith Richards, himself no slouch on the guitar, was first introduced to Robert Johnson’s recordings by
Brian Jones, he wanted to know who was the second guitarist, believing it was impossible for one person to play
what he was hearing. It was just Robert Johnson with no overdubbing. When Keith’s band, The Rolling Stones,
recorded Robert Johnson’s “Love In Vain”, it took the two of them to get the guitar part to sound right.

Very little is known about Robert Johnson’s life, so in the absence of facts, a plethora of legends (lies, really) have
grown up about him. It was said that he had been a poor guitarist until he went to the crossroads at midnight where
he made a pact with the devil who tuned his guitar for him and gave him the gift of music in exchange for his soul.
The truth is probably rather less dramatic. At the time he miraculously became an accomplished guitarist, he had
spent a year travelling with, and learning from, Isaiah "lke" Zimmerman, himself someone who had cultivated a
mystique of a supernatural source of his talent. The crossroads story was also originally associated with Delta blues
musician Tommy Johnson (no relative) so is older than Robert’s transition from a poor, to a great guitarist. Also, it
was a common phrase in the South, that a musician who used his talents to play secular music g
or blues, which often had sexual undertones, rather than gospel, had “sold his soul to the devil”. &

Another “legend” was that he had six fingers on his left hand, an idea that appealed to Keith
Richards who had never seen a photograph of him. It was said that he always played with his
back to the audience so that people could not see what he was doing. This is rubbish as he had
chosen the life of an itinerant musician, travelling from town to town, playing on street corners
and wherever he could attract an audience. Someone would have noticed. Also, when the
photograph of him that had been taken in 1936 surfaced decades later, his hands are clearly
seen. What is noticeable is the extraordinary length of his fingers, which would certainly have
been an asset.

Robert Johnson made forty two recordings of twenty nine of his songs and thirteen alternative
versions. These were made in two sessions, the first in San Antonio, Texas in 1936 and the second in Dallas seven
months later in 1937. In 1938, he died, at the age of twenty seven, thus beginning the strange fact that so many
subsequent rock stars also died at that age. No autopsy was done and he was buried in a pauper’s grave with three
locations claiming to be the spot. Some stories tell that, for flirting with a married woman he was given a bottle of
poisoned whisky by her husband. Napthalene was a common poison at the time as it could be dissolved in alcohol.
It was rarely fatal, but Robert Johnson apparently had a stomach ulcer and this could have caused internal bleeding.
Others say that he died from syphilis. We may never know the truth.
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FREE ENTRY
INSCOVER SOMETHING SPECIAL AT THE ECHUCA GO,
COLLECTABLES, TOYS, ANTIQUES AND STAMP FAIR! WiTn
FREE ENTRY FOR EVEIRYONE IT'S THE PERFECT DAY OUTTO
ENPLORE RARE FINDS, UNIQUE TREASURES, ANDNOSTALGIC
PIECES FOR ALL AGES. FROM VINTAGE TOYS TO FASCINATING
COINS AND TIMELESS ANTIQUES TO STAMPS AND LETTERS,
THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERY COLLECTOR AND CURIOUS
v VISITOR KRIDS WILL RECEIVE A FREE COIN BAG ON ENTRY,
. ..-_ R %‘“ ARING IT AN EXCITING AND INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE FOR
7 YOUNGER GUESTS TOO, DONTTMISS THIS CHANCE TO HUNT
o]

FOR HIDDEN GEMS AND ENJOY A GREAT COMMUNITY EVENT!
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SAMMY STAMPS

Sammy Stamp Snippers have been cutting for over 18 years in Bendigo. Now only a small
group as suppliers are getting so few letters these days. They will be grateful for any
donations to trim for Melbourne.

The stamps are sent to Melbourne where they are sold to collectors or overseas. All
countries and denominations are welcome. The money that they get is donated to all
different kinds of charities. If you have any stamps you no longer need please give them to
Doug as he goes to the stamp snippers.

Contact person for Bendigo is Jeanette Boquest 0419 084 531.

Doug Pearse

Books Repaired & Restored

At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged
(old) books.
I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers,
different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality.

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au
Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn,
or delivered direct to me:
Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465.
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somew  290th. August 2026

S 9.30 - 2.30

Local & Melbourne
Stamp and Coin

Dealers

St. Andrews

Uniting Church Hall
24 Myers St. Bendigo

Free Entry

Bendigo Philatelic Society

Inc

FO. Box 962 Bendigo Central, Vic. 3552

www.bendigophilatelic.org
Ernquiries: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com




