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President’s Report August 2026

The good news is we have passed the shortest day. Spring is not far away.

Don’t forget the 29th of August is our annual stamp fair all tables are booked and
there is even a waiting list.

Time: 9.30 — 2.30. Place: St. Andrews, Uniting Church Hall, 24 Myers Street.

The Alphabet competition is going strong which is wonderful. John Armstrong won | Y N o Ny
the letter “E” entry for his page on Energy. The story is you have to be init to win [~ ' A
it, and after all it is a lot of fun. ~, i i w
The next KGV Group Meeting will be held prior to the normal meeting e
commencing at 6pm. This is a great little group and many thanks to David S. for initiating it. David is an
apology for the August meeting, so you will have to put up with me. I have acquired over the years some
registered varieties, I think this may be a good point for discussion. Many thanks go to Richard S. for his
brilliant work in scanning all the KGV articles from The Australian Stamps Professional. Well done Richard!

As of yet I have not received any little stamp stories from any of the members. I think I will have to start
nominating people at each meeting for the next issue. Just in case you have forgotten my email is
3socks@westnet.com.au

This is an article from The Austrian Stamp Club of Great Britain Journal.

A meeting of the Melbourne Chapter was held on the 22 November 1968. Five of the six members were
present. The proceedings were quite informal. Each in turn showed an item of interest. Elizabeth won the
honours of a modestly boastful session which followed by saying that she had a copy of every Austrian stamp
issued since she was born. The final item was supper. Elizabeth drank Coca Cola, a perfectly horrible drink.
We wished her a Happy Birthday, as she will be eleven years old next month. This young lady Elizabeth
Bartlett is the protégé of our member Harry Ayling, the writer of this letter. He assures us that her collecting
and knowledge of Austrian stamps would put many of us older collectors to shame, and this seems to be borne
out by her silver medal, award at the Broken Hill Stamp Exhibition.

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family.
TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important ............... Libby.

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter.
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The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held CLUB CONTACTS:
on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. Vice-president: Geoff Crawford
Station St. Kangaroo Flat Secretary: Jo Raw
email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.
10 items per member are allowed for auctions
Christmas bonanza auction in December .

Treasurer: Margaret Brown
email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong
email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com

Librarian: David Robinson

email: ddusa@live.com.au
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Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at
meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home.
More sheets are always needed so please “lick and
stick” a few.
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Pauline Robinson came across an Age
Literary Supplement from Saturday, March
10, 1962 which had this article by Jack Cato.
This will be of interest to many of our readers
and so is reproduced here.

Our Private, Rural and Local Posts:
The Early Couriers

Some time ago in “The Age” Literary
Supplement, I told how I formed a
specialized collection of the postage stamps
of Australia consisting of 50 albums, each
containing original research into our postal history. With my faultless bad taste I even told how much I sold it
for. Later on I formed another very different collection. This time of the stamps of the private, local and rural
posts which served all the isolated settlements of the world out of reach of the Royal Mail; many of them were
private posts established here in the early days of Australia.

This turned out to be a study of romance and adventure which needs some introductory comment. So my sermon
for today begins with a chapter from the Bible, where the first recorded story of the posts is found in the eighth
chapter of the Book of Esther.

It tells of Esther, wife of the Persian king, Abasuerus, (known to the Greek scholars as Xerxes) and of Haman
the paramount prince, who had ordered the governors of every province in the empire to destroy the Jews.

When Esther brought this news to the king and begged him to save her people, the king hanged Haman and his
sons on a gallows fifty cubits high.

Then were the king’s scribes commanded to write (rescinding Haman’s order) to the rulers of the 127 provinces
from India to Ethiopia, “unto every province according to the writing thereof and unto every people after their
language.”

The scribes wrote in the king’s name, the letters were sealed with the king’s seal and sent “by posts on
horseback and riders on mules, camels and young dromedaries.

An inscription translated from the Persian and set over the entrance to the main post office in New York says
“Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of their
appointed rounds.”

Persia’s great postal system was copied by the Romans and extended from Britain to India. Travelling times
were faster than any posts until the invention of the railway.

The Roman couriers were inviolate, it was death to halt them. With eight changes of horses day and night they
were riding every road of the empire. They ran to schedule and if one was late a search party went to find him,
for they were also government security agents. It was their duty to report on the state of the territory through
which they passed — “another spot of trouble in the Balkans” and fast as horse could press, the word went down
the Legion Road to Rimini and Rome.

From that time, probably for that reason, Governments have jealously guarded their monopoly of the posts.

All those early letter deliveries were Imperial Posts; official communications between Governments and distant
administrators. There were no posts for the people, their few letters abroad had to be carried and delivered by
private travelers who were usually happy to do so because it brought them food, lodging and friends in strange
places.

In the early Middle Ages, traders and merchants, whose buying and selling took them regularly over a particular
route, first made the delivery of private letters into a regular system. They were chiefly butchers buying
livestock from distant farms and markets. The butcher posts of Germany grew to a large scale. At that time Frau
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Schmidt, of Dresden, received a leg of lamb from the delivery boy and for a shilling, a
letter from her son in Hamburg.

As soon as this sort of enterprise became successful, Governments took over. The
counts of Thurn and Taxis gained a monopoly of all the private posts of central Europe
and became powerful and rich.

the coffee shops around the port of London and carried
letters to distant ports where their shipping agents distributed
the mail — often 2/6 or 5/- for a letter. Later, The Danube Navigation Co. carried
private mail to all the towns along the banks of that great river

{ through Austria, Bulgaria, Rumania to Odessa and ports around

- | the Black Sea. They issued many stamps which are now valuable.

Private posts were established between all the islands of the West Indies and the coastal
towns of South America. The Trinidad post carried in the sailing ship, Lady McLeod is
world famous. Its first stamp sells today for at least £500 (that was in 1962, the same year
my parents paid £300 for their block of land. Ed.).

There is the picturesque stamp of Tierra del Fuego, issued by
a mining company that carried letters to the frozen settlements around the Straits
of Magellan and Cape Horn, and the large stamp titled McGreely’s Express. With
a picture of his dog sled, which delivered mail to the miners in the Klondike.

Arab dhows took traders’ mail down the east coast of Africa and to Madagascar.
Junks served the treaty ports up the great rivers and along the coast of China to
Shanghai, Foochow and Cheefoo and a score of private
posts established by the British merchants because the Imperial mail was too slow.

Probably the best known of all are the “Pony Express” stamps issued by Wells Fargo to
frank letters carried across the U.S.A. by Buffalo Bill and his team of picked horsemen.

Two hundred years ago, the House of Rothschild had their private carrier pigeon posts in
many parts of Europe. In that way, their London agents knew of Wellington’s victory at
Waterloo long before the packet-boats brought the news to London.

About A.D. 1500, owing to the censorship of letters by the State and the Church, Erasmus

- a great traveler — established private posts between most of the universities of Europe so that the professors
could write their advanced ideas in safety. Cambridge and Oxford followed suit, which reminds all Milton lovers
of his epitaph on the Cambridge university carrier, “Hobson has supped and’s newly gone to bed ... his letters
are delivered all and gone, only remains this superscription.”

=« Private inter-college posts existed at Cambridge and Oxford until the end of the past
century. Most of them issued stamps beautifully engraved with the college crest. These are
greatly prized by collectors who specialize in the stamps of Great Britain. In the late 90s, a
{21 government largely recruited from these academies, which had been quite brutal to far

+f. more useful private posts, announced with exquisite tact that “The university posts had

=" now been incorporated into the national postal system.”

» There were so many local, private and messenger posts that Stanley Gibbons, the world's
=+ leading philatelic house, published a two-volume catalogue of their stamps, many of the
scarcer items priced around £200 or £300.

Coming nearer home are the stamps of the private pigeon posts conducted between Great Barrier Island and
Aukland N.Z. Homing pigeons were trained to fly the 60 miles carrying in a quill a rolled sheet of paper with the
stamp attached. The service worked successfully for 12 years, from 1896 to 1908. It was really the first air mail
to issue stamps.




The Burns Philp Shipping Co. of Sydney issued New Hebrides stamps for
their inter-island posts in the Pacific. There was the Express Company of
Samoa, the Fiji Trading Posts and others linked with copra and sugar
interests in Australia.

Sometimes those early Pacific posts were interrupted and temporarily
suspended, especially following feast days, when, with wanton fancy, the
natives had eaten the postman or the storekeeper who was in charge of the
post bags.

Here in Melbourne, in 1851, the rush to the goldfields affected the city with a madness that almost disrupted
civil life; workmen downed tools, shopkeepers abandoned their counters, clerks left their desks, postmen passed
in their mail bags. This last was serious, for all the wandering bands of gold seekers needed to send and receive
letters and parcels. The most the Government could do was wait until a "find" was proved and a settlement well
and truly established. Meantime there were at least a dozen express firms which conducted private posts.

The first was Burdell & Co.'s British and Australian Express which issued a stamp in 1854. Their head office
was in Melbourne and their branches in Geelong, Bendigo and Ballarat covered a wide area of isolated miners.

Mr. J.R.W.Purvis, our leading philatelist, has about 12 of these stamps on the original envelopes as these are
probably all that exist. They are a great rarity.

In 1870 the Murray River Steam Navigation Co. of Echuca, owned by the
Hon. William McCulloch, M.L.C., issued stamps of four different values
to frank letters in the upper reaches of the Murray. At the same time all the
‘ captains of the paddle steamers covering the 100 miles of the Murray,

1 Darling and Murrumbidgee received and delivered letters for a fee. Often a
blast from the ship's siren brought a settler to the river bank to catch a
thrown letter tied round a piece of the ship's firewood, while the ship
continued on its course.
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! ' h The N.S.W. Government tried to stop William McCulloch's private letter
THREE PENCE. post, at least on their side of the river but the official border between our
two states is the centre of the Murray, which at that time often changed its
course between flood and drought to a mile wide or a series of pools.
"Those b--- foreigners across the Murray," as Victorians then called them, soon got bored trying to sort out that
kind of legal complication.
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Our most famous private posts are illustrated by the stamps of the
Coolgardie Cycle and Camel Posts issued in the 1890s and used for six
years to service the gold rush to Kalgoorlie and all the other "finds". At that
time the W.A. postmen were underpaid so they joined in the chase. It was

then difficult to get letters delivered in Perth, let alone convey them to gold- P | 20N /Iy Rl e 557N ﬁ
crazy men and their camp followers who were spreading out over the (5% /> FIVE SHILLINGS -«
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deserts of a state nearly as large as China.

In 1893James Healy, of Coolgardie, formed a team of the best-known road-racing
cyclists in Australia and set them carrying letters to Southern Cross, Norseman,
Dundas, Menzies, Niagara, Lake Darlot and McMargaret, all roughly 150 miles
apart. Sometimes a cyclist received £50 for one rough desert journey. When the
mailbag was exceptionally heavy camels were used. The fee for a letter was 1/-, 2/6
d and 5/- according to the distance.

— When a new find was made at Lake Lefroy, 30 miles from Coolgardie, Frederick

= /{5 4§ Maskell got in first with a cycle mail service. His stamp, The Lake Lefroy, is one of
LS t‘_;;_ = ';p;\;\%{ the world's rare items among collectors; probably fewer than 12 of them have been
s AUST ] saved, of which I once had four.
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Now for Melbourne's only city delivery private post. Back in the early
1870s New York businessmen were dissatisfied with only one delivery of
letters a day. The Government refused to give them more, so William
Boyd organised a city messenger post and attached his post boxes to lamp
posts. These were emptied and the letters delivered four times a day.
Businessmen were delighted. Boyd prosperred, opened his service in
many other cities and issued stamps for each of them, engraved with a
picture of Mercury, messenger of the gods; a Red Indian runner, a
uniformed messenger boy, and similar designs.

The Government tried to stop him, but big-business was then becoming
powerful, so Boyd's city posts continued for 25 years until the general =" —
adoption of the telephone made a messenger post obsolete. Then William {DESPATCH STAMP £
Boyd came to Melbourne, opened a head office at 114 Elizabeth Street, : : 4
issued a large green postage stamp, and conducted his private letter
service from 1890 to 1904. Elderly men have told me they remember when Boyd's boys in their blue coats and
peaked caps were a part of the city scene. Fewer than 20 of these stamps are known, so if you find one in an old
schoolboy album, treat it with respect.

For further reading on Australian local stamps go to Dave Elsmore’s excellent site at
https://www.ozrevenues.com/Revenue-Railway-Local-Perfin-Catalogue/locals.htm

A family took their frail, elderly
mother to a nursing home and left
her there, hoping she would be well
cared for. The next morning the
nurses bathed her, fed her a tasty
breakfast, and set her in a chairata
window overlooking a lovely flower
garden.
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J9A UOY NIHT 32A3 HTIW her chair.Two attentive nurses im-

mediately rushed up to catch her
and straighten her up. Again she
LAOAAWIIDAG OUNIAAIA seemed okay, but after a while she

slowly started to tilt over to her

YJ1a1aiaoul A 21 HOIHW other side. The nurses rushed back

TA Q3TUIIAT YJI8IA3AOUI

TUIIAT 2231TUNIONY and once more brought her back up-
right. This went on all morning.
.AVAH OT Later, the family arrived to see how
the old woman was adjusting to her
new home.

"So Ma, how is it here? Are they
treating you all right?"

"It's pretty nice,” she replied.
“Except they won't let me fart.”
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55. Canada’s First stamp was of a ‘beaver’.

| (15 years before the Confederation of Canada).

9/ Designed by Sandford Fleming (7/1/1827 —22/7/1915). It
| was printed on laid paper (which did not stick so well).
The Crown was represented along with the letter VR (for

I Queen Victoria).

56. Olympic Stamps: the 1% Stamps

Many collectors seek these stamps, and they make a fascinating collection.

The first ‘summer’ Olympic stamps from Greece, issued for the 1% Modern Olympics in 1896 in Athens are shown
just below.

No other country issued any stamps for 1896 Games. The 5 Green & 10 Brown (top values) bottom right are worth
mint/used $300 to $1,200 each!

Neither the host country nor any other country issued stamps for the 1900 Paris Games.
Neither the host country nor any other country issued stamps for the 1904 St Louis Games.
Neither the host country nor any other country issued stamps for the 1908 London Games.
Neither the host country nor any other country issued stamps for the 1912 Stockholm Games,

but, Sweden did issue a “small perforated poster label” in 16 languages. They were NOT cancelled as they were
NOT stamps. The same design was used but in a different language, the ‘nude’ poster labels were banned in some
countries, especially in China.
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. A rare Swedish postcard from 1912 showing a
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w7 “roller Olympic Games” cancellation.

Worth $185
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Greece issued stamps (below) for the “Intercalated Olympic Games in 1906, also held in Athens. At the time
they were considered as the 2" Olympic Games but no longer. Some 900 athletes from 20 nations competed,
and it was a great success.

This mint set is worth today around

$1,500. Used sets sell for $400.

Since 1920 some 26,300 stamps have now been issued for the Olympic Games from nearly every country. It is a
huge field of collecting.

Grey
Maryborough



Why is these women on stamps? No. 54: Lamido woman and
Milunka Savic

The reason these women are on stamps is that they were both formidable
warriors. The term Lamido, which is often used about the Amazon warriors of
Dahomey, was actually the title of the ruler. These women were actually called
Agojie and were formed into a corps of elephant hunters some time in the
sixteenth century. In the nineteenth century, they evolved into a formal, highly
trained, and fearsome elite infantry force numbering up to 6,000 women,
making up roughly a third of Dahomey's total army. They were subjected to
grueling martial training and were considered the equals or superiors of their
male counterparts. They lived in the king's palaces, held high social status, and
were armed with Winchesters, muskets, and machete-like reapers. Aside from
front-line combat, they acted as royal bodyguards (Wikipedia). I believe we
have shown this stamp before.

In 2018, Serbia issued a stamp honouring Milunka Savic whose story is also
one to engender “shock and awe”. Born in 1892, she is the most decorated
female soldier in history. In 1912, her brother received his call-up papers as the
four Balkan states of Greece, Serbia, Montenegro and Bulgaria declared war
upon the Ottoman Empire. As her brother was suffering from tuberculosis,
Milunka decided to take his place. Cutting her hair and disguising herself B
as a man, she joined the Serbian army.

Her prowess in the battle of Bregalnica soon earned her first medal and
saw her promoted to corporal. In her tenth engagement, she was wounded
and while her wounds were being treated, her real gender was discovered.
The commanders did not want to punish her as she had proven to be sucha ¥
formidable fighter and wanted her to join the nurses. She refused and '
insisted on rejoining the fighting. The officer agreed to consider this and let §
her know his decision the next day. She decided to stand at attention and
wait until he made up his mind. After an hour or so, he relented and sent § Z |
her back to the fighting. : -
The Balkan wars were a precursor to the First World War and this saw ) ;
Milunka still in the army, still fighting, now a sergeant and still being 70U/74
awarded medals for outstanding bravery. In 1914, in the early days _——
of World War I, Savi¢ was awarded her first Karadorde Star with

Swords after the Battle of Kolubara. She received her second Karadorde
Star (with Swords) after the Battle of the Crna Bend in 1916 when she
captured 23 Bulgarian soldiers single-handedly. She was awarded the
French Légion d’Honneur (Legion of Honour) twice, as well as

the Russian Cross of St. George, the British medal of the Most
Distinguished Order of St Michael, and the Serbian Milo§ Obili¢ medal.
She was the sole female recipient of the French Croix de Guerre 1914—
1918 with the gold palm attribute for service in World War 1. (Wikipedia)

Leaving the army in 1919, she was invited to move to France where she
would have received a pension as a Croix de Guerre recipient. She chose
instead to stay in Belgrade, working fairly menial jobs and slipping into
obscurity. She married but the marriage didn’t last, ending in divorce soon
after the birth of a daughter. She then adopted three other daughters, street
children orphaned by the war, one of whom had been found at the railway
station. They lived in fairly poor circumstances until Serbia “rediscovered”
her after a newspaper published her story in 1972 and public pressure led to
her being given a pension and better accommodation.

Milunka Savic died in Belgrade on October 5, 1973, aged 81, and was
buried in Belgrade New Cemetery .
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FREE ENTRY
INSCOVER SOMETHING SPECIAL AT THE ECHUCA GO,
COLLECTABLES, TOYS, ANTIQUES AND STAMP FAIR! WiTn
FREE ENTRY FOR EVEIRYONE IT'S THE PERFECT DAY OUTTO
ENPLORE RARE FINDS, UNIQUE TREASURES, ANDNOSTALGIC
PIECES FOR ALL AGES. FROM VINTAGE TOYS TO FASCINATING
COINS AND TIMELESS ANTIQUES TO STAMPS AND LETTERS,
THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERY COLLECTOR AND CURIOUS
v VISITOR KRIDS WILL RECEIVE A FREE COIN BAG ON ENTRY,
. ..-_ R %‘“ ARING IT AN EXCITING AND INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE FOR
7 YOUNGER GUESTS TOO, DONTTMISS THIS CHANCE TO HUNT
o]

FOR HIDDEN GEMS AND ENJOY A GREAT COMMUNITY EVENT!
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SAMMY STAMPS

Sammy Stamp Snippers have been cutting for over 18 years in Bendigo. Now only a small
group as suppliers are getting so few letters these days. They will be grateful for any
donations to trim for Melbourne.

The stamps are sent to Melbourne where they are sold to collectors or overseas. All
countries and denominations are welcome. The money that they get is donated to all
different kinds of charities. If you have any stamps you no longer need please give them to
Doug as he goes to the stamp snippers.

Contact person for Bendigo is Jeanette Boquest 0419 084 531.

Doug Pearse

Books Repaired & Restored

At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged
(old) books.
I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers,
different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality.
Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au
Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn,
or delivered direct to me:
Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465.

Editor’s note: Grey recently restored an 1891 first edition for me that had been badly damaged.
I am absolutely delighted with the result
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somew  290th. August 2026

S 9.30 - 2.30

Local & Melbourne
Stamp and Coin

Dealers

St. Andrews

Uniting Church Hall
24 Myers St. Bendigo

Free Entry

Bendigo Philatelic Society

Inc

FO. Box 962 Bendigo Central, Vic. 3552

www.bendigophilatelic.org
Ernquiries: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com




