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President’s Report September 2026 

When you get this, our annual fair will be just a few days away. Bill has informed 

us that all the dealer tables are booked with a waiting list of four in case any of 

them cancels at the last minute. These dealers support our club every year so I 

hope that we have all been saving up so that we can support them on the 29th.  

There will be a coffee van in attendance outside as unfortunately there will be no 

catering, so bring your lunch. 

Thanks to Geoff Crawford, Cam Cowled, Noel Earles and Ken Datson, club 

stalwarts who have offered to assist with the set-up on Friday evening. We would 

also like to request that if anyone can arrive early to help the dealers unload, that 

would be greatly appreciated. Also, members who can help man the door for a half hour or an hour through the 

day will be welcomed. 

And of course, there is no thank you big enough to express our gratitude for the tireless effort that has been put 

in by our fair coordinator, Bill Trew. 

August’s competition was the letter “F”. Displays included: Fish x 2, Flowers x 2, Fungi, Forgeries and 

Finnsterwalde. The winner was Fungi by Kim Hitchman, narrowly winning from Forgeries.  

I am pleased to report that the RSL is happy for us to have a cupboard to store the Library books here at the 

Hall. David Somerton and David Robinson will arrange. RSL to be advised of the dimensions. 

Let me finish with my little phrase to all members of our philatelic family. 

 TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important ……………  Libby. 

The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931 

 September 2026 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

Aug 29  BPS Stamp Fair - You should get this before the fair. Details on last page 

Sept 1  One page display - letter “G” stamps 

Oct  7  AGM 

Nov 4  Annual Competitions 

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 
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Rowland Hill invented the postage stamp. Everyone knows 

that, don’t they? 

Well no, actually they don’t! If you ask someone 

from  Scotland or the former Yugoslavia, you 

might get a different answer. Although it is 

agreed that Rowland Hill was responsible for the 

first ever introduction of a postage stamp, the 

Penny Black of 1840, the actual concept of using 

adhesive stamps for pre-paying postage is 

arguably shared between three men, Hill, James 

Chalmers in Scotland and Lovrenc Košir, or 

Laurenz Koschier, born in Slovenia and 

celebrated in the former Yugoslavia. 

All three men are credited on Wikipedia, the main source for this article.  

Rowland Hill’s story has been reported here before, how he met a young woman who couldn’t afford to pay the 

shilling for a letter from her brother, back when the receiver paid for postage. After he had paid the postman on 

her behalf, she confessed that it had not been necessary as she had already been able to read the coded messages 

on the outside of the envelope. This convinced him that prepayment would be more efficient and led him to 

develop the system that we know today. 

In Scotland, James Chalmers was a book and 

newspaper publisher who was also passionate about 

postal reform, campaigning for a speeding up of the 

mail between Edinburgh and London. His efforts cut 

a day each way from the trip. He was particularly 

interested in making newspaper deliveries through 

the post more efficient and in December 1837, 

proposed a methodology to Robert Wallace, the 

member for Greenock that could accomplish this. Furthermore, the following February, 

he followed up by sending essays of proposed adhesive labels that would be purchased 

and stuck to the mail to prepay carriage. These were apparently based on similar labels 

that were used for tax payments. This was more than two years before the first release of 

the Penny Black! 

The third claimant did not actually produce a stamp, but 

unsuccessfully proposed the idea to the postal authorities in 

what was then the Austrian Empire. This was, depending on 

which language you read his name, Lovrenc Košir, Laurent 

Kochir or Laurenz Koschier. He was celebrated by the 

former Yugoslavia with a stamp in 1948, which had an 

attached label claiming he had invented the postage stamp. 

“On December 31, 1835, five years before the introduction 

of the world's first postage stamps in Great Britain , a 

junior accountant named Laurenz Koschier submitted a 

proposal to the President of the Imperial General Court 

Chamber (Ministry of Finance and Commerce) in Vienna , which oversaw the postal 

service , for the introduction of adhesive postage stamps . These were intended to serve as prepayment stamps 

for postage in the Austrian Empire . The pressed paper wafers , as he called them, are known to us today 

as postage stamps . The official's proposal was thoroughly examined but initially rejected under file number      

Z 15 965/671 on May 11, 1836. Unfortunately, the proposals could not be used, but his "commendable effort to 

be of use to the postal service" was acknowledged. Whether Koschier's transfer to his Carniolan homeland in 

Laibach not long afterwards was at his own request or whether the lower and poorly paid post was an example 

of the infamous "thanks from the House of Austria" is unclear.” (Wikipedia) 

So, who invented the postage stamp? I’ll leave it up to you to decide. 

James Chalmers first essays.  

Image from Wikipedia Commons 
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Some Stamp Facts No. 16:  Did you know? 
57.  USA 1981 ‘Alcohol’ stamp that back-fired! 

 

58. What are ‘Cinderella’ stamps? 

These are actually a “label” that resemble a postage stamp but are not, and have not been issued by a 

government. Such “labels” can and are issued by groups, businesses, organizations, churches, non-profit groups, 

stamp clubs and so on for a specific purpose of promoting something. There are many collectors of ‘cinderellas’. 

They have been around since the mid-19th century.  There are more than 50,000 cinderella sites on Ebay ! 

Just 8 examples below. 

 

59. Hong Kong fake postmark 

          

 

  

This American stamp issued to support anti-alcoholism was an enor-

mous failure for receivers of this stamp thought they were being tar-

geted by the sender on their drinking problem! 

    
1864 Shakespeare 

Cinderella 
Now worth $50- $100 

1925 German 
Dusseldorf Exhibition 
Now worth $10-$20 

1938 Australian 
NSW 150th Anniver-

sary 
Now worth $15-$20 

1956 USA 
New York 5th Phil. Exh. 

Now worth $5 

    
1964 Australian 

50th Airmail Anniv. 
Now worth $15 

1977 East Timor 
Bird label 

Now worth $10 

1992 Queensland 
for Barcelona Olym-

pics 
Now worth $15 

2018 Ballarat 
Stamp Fair (on cover) 

Now worth $7 

 

  

The 1891 Hong Kong Jubilee overprints are scarce 

but this cancellation of ‘(SINGA)PORE’ 

is clearly a dud. 

Currently for sale at $230 ! 
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60. Mexico’s beautiful 1940 Commemoration of the Centenary of the 1840 British 1st  

          Postage Stamp, the Penny Black. Inscribed 1840 – 1940. 

        

61.  USA: Statue of Liberty on postage stamps 

 

 

 

  

  

Top set is AEREO 

(for airmail) 

    

 

  

  

Bottom set is normal post 

  

 

  

In 1865 Edouard de Laboulaye of France conceived and 

proposed the idea of a ‘statue’ to commemorate the Cen-

tenary of US independence in 1876 as a gift from France. 

It took some years of toing-and-froing before the actual-

ity of the statue became a reality. Frederic Auguste Bar-

tholdi designed it, Gustave Eiffel built its metal work, 

and the statue was eventually dedicated on 28th October 

1886. 

  

Based on the Roman Goddess of Liberty (Libertas), she 

holds a raised torch above her head in her right hand, a 

tablet in her left hand with the date 14 July,1776 (US 

Declaration of Independence), and under her left foot the 

broken chains of slavery. 

Approximate visitors annually 5 million ! 
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Grey 

Maryborough 

     

1931 Issue 1940 Issue 1943 Issue 1947 Issue 1954 Issue 

    

1954 Issue 1959 Issue 1959 Issue 1968 Embossed on cover 

    

1971 Issue 1974 Issue 1976 Issue 1985 Issue 

    

1986 Issue 1994 Issue 1997 Issue 1999 Issue 

    

2000 Issue 2000 First Class 2006 First Class 2006 Coil 
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Why is this person on a stamp? No. 55: Marcus Ulpius Traianus 

When I started this series, four and a half years ago, I said I wouldn’t list rulers 

and politicians. This time, I’m breaking that rule as well as showing a stamp that 

doesn’t actually have the person on the stamp, though stamps with his image 

have been produced by Romania and Spain, which I’ll show if space permits. 

As a child at school in England, I was lucky to have an Australian geography 

teacher which meant that when my family emigrated, I already knew a few 

things about the place. Unfortunately, apart from the Snowy River Scheme, most 

of what I’d taken in proved to be wrong, for instance, I was pleasantly surprised, 

on arrival, to find that there were trees in Australia. I’d probably only been 

listening when being told about the Nullarbor Plain. The rest of the time, my 

concentration was probably on the girl in the next row. Well, I was fourteen at 

the time. There is a point to all of this digression, believe it or not. 

I’m sure, like many of us back in the Jurassic, that I learned more geography 

from my stamp collection than I ever did at school. I couldn’t look at a stamp 

without becoming curious about the place or person it was depicting.  

Many decades later, that is still the case and when I was adding this stamp to my 

collection, I just had to find out more. 

The metopes of Trajan are fifty four carved panels that form a frieze around a 

monument to the Roman Emperor, usually known as Trajan. The monument was 

erected in AD109, in what is modern day Romania, to commemorate his victory over 

the Dacians. It is a massive, circular structure, around 40 metres high. 

“The Dacians were ancient Indo-European people who lived near the Carpathian 

Mountains and north of the Danube River, in an area covering modern Romania, 

Moldova, and parts of neighboring countries. Known as fierce warriors and skilled 

metalworkers, they formed a powerful kingdom before Rome conquered 

them.” (Wikipedia) 

I hadn’t heard of Trajan but he was a Roman general 

who became emperor and was the predecessor to 

Hadrian, his cousin, of whom I had heard due to “The 

Wall”, (not the Pink Floyd one).  

He was born in AD53 in Italica, which is in modern 

day Spain. This made him the first emperor to have 

been born outside of Italy. 

Apparently, he was a pretty good bloke, that is, as 

long as you weren’t a Dacian or anyone from one of 

the other countries that he conquered. There were lots 

of those. His conquest of the Parthian Empire, centred 

in what is now Iran, added Armenia, Mesopotamia, 

and Assyria and during his time as ruler, the Roman 

Empire reached its greatest extent.  

But he didn’t just sit there fiddling while Rome 

burned. He went on an extensive programme of construction, building roads and 

aqueducts, and of social improvement. He was famed for his philanthropy, 

inaugurating a programme of assistance for poor children in Italy. The senate voted 

him to have been the best Emperor of all time and this continued, even after his death 

from a stroke, on the ninth of August AD117, when they declared that he was a god. 

A further monument to his Dacian victory was built in Rome, the Dacian Column. 

Legend says that his ashes are interred in a room, under its base. 

Bust of Trajan in the Munich 

Archeological Museum 

I read that my body is a temple. Ha! little do they know. My body is more like a haunted house.  

It’s old, falling apart and contains the spirit of an angry old man! 
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Books Repaired & Restored 

 At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged 

(old) books. 

I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers, 

different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality. 

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au 

Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn, 

or delivered direct to me: 

 Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465. 

 

Editor’s note: Grey recently restored an 1891 first edition for me that had been badly damaged. 

I am absolutely delighted with the result  

SAMMY STAMPS 

Sammy Stamp Snippers have been cutting for over 18 years in Bendigo. Now only a small 

group as suppliers are getting so few letters these days. They will be grateful for any 

donations to trim for Melbourne. 

The stamps are sent to Melbourne where they are sold to collectors or overseas. All 

countries and denominations are welcome. The money that they get is donated to all 

different kinds of charities. If you have any stamps you no longer need please give them to 

Doug as he goes to the stamp snippers. 

Contact person for Bendigo is Jeanette Boquest 0419 084 531. 

Doug Pearse 

mailto:gloyer@live.com.au
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