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The general monthly meetings of the BPS are held 

on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm at  
 

Kangaroo Flat R.S.L. 

Station St. Kangaroo Flat 
 

 

Auctions will be held at all Tuesday meetings.  

10 items per member are allowed for auctions  

Christmas bonanza auction in December . 
 

Exchange sheets will no longer be circulated at 

meetings. Please see Lyn to access sheets at home. 

More sheets are always needed so please “lick and 

stick” a few. 

President’s Report October 2026 

Looking out the window at the Blue sky and the beautiful white blossoms. I think 

how lucky we are to live in Bendigo. My mum always said, “My Bendigo”. 

The Alphabet competition is going strong. It’s a bit of fun which we can all 

participate in. Richard Soppe won the letter “G” with his entry on “Goddess”. I had 

computer problems, so my planed entry on “G” is for Gold never happened. 

Computers are wonderful things when they work. But if they don’t rude words come 

to mind. Now what can we think of for the letter “H”. 

The next KGV Group Meeting will be held prior to the normal meeting commencing 

at 6pm. This is a great little group and many thanks to David Somerton. 

The October meeting is our Annual General Meeting. All positions become vacant. It is with great sadness that 

I have to report Jo Raw is standing down from the position of Secretary. She was a great asset to our club, and 

I personally would like to thank her for all she has done. It sure has been appreciated. 

I still have not had any takers for a philatelic story. So I had to ask someone this time. The story of the little 

girl of 11, Elizabeth Bartlett was about me. I can think of so many stories of my Philatelic Life but that would 

be boring. Stamps have been my life and even today they keep me going. 

An unusual story from the philatelic world ... 

In the early 1980s police were called to investigate a savage home invasion and serious assault on the occupant 

of the home. Attempts were made by the perpetrators to conceal their identities and make the police 

investigation difficult. During the home invasion a number of items were stolen from the property and 

removed. Inevitably when there is theft, the thieves subsequently seek to dispose of the ill-gotten gains and 

convert them into money. 

One of the items stolen during the event was a stamp collection of some significance, known to some stamp 

dealers in the community. Eventually the collection was taken by the perpetrators to a dealer in an attempt to 

sell it and obtain some funds. Fortunately, as part of their overall investigation strategy, the police had 

anticipated that this might occur and had canvassed stamp dealers in the area to be on the lookout for the 

collection. At this stage the perpetrators still had not been fully identified. The stamp dealer got in touch with 

the police about the attempt to sell the collection and who had sought to sell it. To cut a long story short, the 

police were able to catch the perpetrators and found other items stolen from the original home invasion in the 

offenders' residence. It was acknowledged that the part the stamp collection had played in the investigation had 

been pivotal in bringing the offenders to justice. 

TAKE CARE, WE CARE, and you are all important …………… Libby. 

CLUB CONTACTS: 
 

President: Libby Luke ph: 0448 120 066  
 

Vice-president: Geoff Crawford 
 

Secretary: Jo Raw 

email: bendigophilatelicsociety@gmail.com 
 

 

Treasurer: Margaret Brown 

email: mabrown@bigpond.net.au 
 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster: John Armstrong 

email: jjarmstrong47@hotmail.com 
 

Librarian: David Robinson 

email: ddusa@live.com.au 

BENDIGO PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC.    A0016241J 

P.O. BOX 962  BENDIGO, VIC. 3552 

Founded 1931   

October 2026 
Web page: www.bendigophilatelic.org    

Thank you to Jacinta Allan MP and staff for the printed copies of this newsletter. 

The Golden City Philatelist 
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2026 Club Calendar 

6th October    AGM 

4th November  Annual Competitions 

1st December  Christmas party. Bring a plate to share.  

Bendigo Philatelic Society Annual Stamp Fair 

Our stamp fair in August drew keen collectors from Bendigo and well beyond the area. Those spoken to were 

enthusiastic about their finds with a great range of stamps and coins available from the 29 tables. Our thanks to Bill 

Trew for his tireless efforts that, once again led to a most successful event. Thanks also to those who helped with 

the set up, door manning and the final clean up of the venue. And, of course, thanks to all those dealers who 

continue to support our fair. Roll on 2027! 

Spacefillers from the “net”. 
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 Some Stamp Facts No. 17:  Did you know? 
62.  The ‘Buccleuch Find’ of 1946 (in England) 

 

63. Spain’s Carlist stamps of 1873-75 

 Carlos de Borbon (Carlos VII) began a revolt in 1871 against King Amadeo I in Madrid, Spain in what 

was the 3rd “Carlist War”. (The 1st was 1833-1840 by his grandfather Carlos V, and the 2nd 1846-1849 by his fa-

ther Carlos VI). Carlos VII was defeated on 28th February 1876 and went into exil in France.   Please refer to the 

net for further reading. 

 

Beware there are many forgeries of the above and other stamps 

64. Italy: ‘Sulla Ricevuta’ stamps  (meaning = ‘Upon Receipt”) 

You will no doubt have seen either one part or both parts of these stamps on Exchange Sheets and per-

haps wondered what they are? These are ‘parcel’ stamps. Both parts are collectable, either as a joined-pair or as 

single stamps (either side). How they worked: the right portion was affixed and given to the sender whilst 

the left portion was attached to the parcel. 

They were first issued in 1914 and lasted until 1973. There were ‘single parcel stamps’ before 1914 – 

please see a catalogue for details. Also, ‘two part’ parcel stamps existed for the Italian colonies: Libya, Somalia, 

Eritrea, Trieste (are overprinted AMC-FTT) & the Dodecanese Islands. 

 
  

In 1946 Alexander Martin, Private Secretary to 

the Duke of Buccleuch looked inside an old 

leather writing case in the Duke’s Library at 

Dalkeith Palace and discovered this part sheet 

(opposite) of 2d Blues. It is from the Queen 

Victoria 1840 Plate 2 issue. Super rare. 

  

They were later sold for 6,000 Guineas! 

(Today about 250,000 pounds or $600,000). 

     

1873 1 real 1874 1 real 1874 16m 1874 ½ real 1875 50c 

Editor’s Note: The top item reminds me that many years ago,in the 1870s, the news went around Victoria’s 

social set that the Duke of Buccleuch was coming to Melbourne. This was back in the days when news travelled 

slowly, if at all. As a result, there was a flurry of activity to arrange social occasions to entertain the Duke on his 

arrival. Imagine the disappointment (and embarrassment) when the Duke arrived and turned out to be a prize 

bull of that name, here for the Royal Show and to establish a new breeding line in Australia. 
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 The following are just a few examples of the many printed in sets of between 10 to 20 different values 

and colours. These stamps are collectable as mint joined-pairs, used joined-pairs, or as separate both sides. A 

truly fascinating philatelic theme. 

 

65. World War II: ‘Airgraph Mail”.  What was this? 

 

 
 

Grey 

Maryborough 

    

1914 Italy 1922 Italy 1945 Italy 1948 Italy 

    

1953 Italy 

Concession 

1956 Italy 

(worth $2000!) 
1956 Italy Concession 1959 Italy 

    

1960 Italy 1966 Italy 1973 Italy  Somalia 1916 

    

Libia 1914 Eritrea 1917 Trieste 1949-54 Dodecanese 1934 

 

  

Invented by the British in the 1930’s to reduce the mail load in 

aircraft, and introduced by the British Military in 1941. The 

poster right advertises the benefit of sending ‘airgraph mail’. 

Letters had to be written on special forms which were then pho-

tographed onto microfilm, carried to a safe destination (near the 

front) where they were photographically enlarged, printed out 

and forwarded on. 

 

  

  

It was picked up and expanded by the Americans in 1942 

under the name of ‘V MAIL’. A ton of ordinary mail could be 

reduced to just about 6 kilos! 

 This service ended in late 1945. 
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The Collectables Myth 

I would guess that most of the people reading this are carrying the 

collecting gene, if that is what it is that gives us habits that are really 

more suited to a bower bird. 

Many of us began collecting years ago and have persisted with the 

hobby, long after most of our contemporaries have stopped. Some gave 

it away because they only started at the time when almost everyone you 

knew collected stamps, matchbox labels or some other item. Others, 

unfortunately, were driven away from philately by the greed of many 

postal administrations who saw stamp collecting as a “cash cow” and 

proceeded to milk it to death. 

This is not new, of course. Was there really a need for a £2 kangaroo 

stamp back in 1913 when this was 80% of the average Australian 

weekly wage. It may have been justified by claiming that it was needed 

for large international parcels but the number of unused copies that are 

still available shows that many were bought by wealthy collectors. 

Even further back, the British Penny Black had letters showing its position in the sheet. This was not really 

necessary but it encouraged early collectors to find all the varieties. When the Penny Black was recoloured to the 

Penny Red, this started again and after a few years, someone got the bright idea of printing the plate numbers on the 

stamps which multiplied the number needed to form a complete collection by around a hundred and fifty. 

Then we come to the “boom” of the nineteen seventies and eighties when all the boys who started collecting in 

those pre-television days of the fifties had grown up and had cash to spend. Postal authorities began issuing 

increasing numbers of stamp varieties, plus an ever growing number of “collectables” such as first day covers. 

Early FDCs that were genuinely posted on the first day of issue had become popular but were replaced by 

manufactured items that had no postal use at all.This was when the postal authorities began promoting the 

“collectables myth”. (It was also the time when many collectors considered putting an end date on their 

collections.)  

It was suggested that stamp collecting was a form of investment that could lead to large profits in the future.  

Any investment is inherently gambling that what has been acquired will increase in value. Of course, there are 

“blue chip” investments in philately, just as there are in the stock market but this is not how most people collect.  

It is not uncommon to see people who have a collection of several thousand common stamps, each of which has a 

catalogue value of ten cents, multiply that ten cents by the number of stamps and come to the conclusion that they 

own a valuable collection. These dreams come crashing down when they take their collection to a dealer to sell it 

and find that the ten cents was just a handling charge and their collection is worth just a few dollars. As someone 

wrote on Stampboards. “If you always buy cheap crap, what you end up with is a collection of crap”. A trifle coarse 

perhaps, but true nonetheless. 

If you look at antiques and what people collect, it is often things that, when they were in current use, were not seen 

as being collectable and were often discarded, meaning that now, when they are being viewed nostalgically, they 

might be quite rare - and collectable. Who hasn’t watched Antiques Roadshow or something similar and thought, 

my mum had one of those as the delighted owner of the item is told its value. I once saw an Austin Healey Sprite 

car being consigned to landfill at the Croydon tip. What an archeologists treasure trove that place could be if they 

could ever remove the houses that are now covering the site. 

The lesson in all this for us is to look at the way we see our collections. I’ve been collecting now for seventy years 

and over that time, I would have spent thousands on my collection, yet, it owes me nothing! I’ve been paid back 

many times over by the pleasure my hobby gives me. I have friends who are smokers. They tell me how it gives 

them pleasure though it is becoming an ever more expensivepleasure. I tell them that my stamps are still there to 

enjoy which you can’t say about an ashtray full of butts. 

My collection brings me joy. It is not an investment, though I’m reasonably sure that my descendents will simply 

sell it off when my album finally closes. This does not worry me. Someone in the future will find something from 

my collection that might bring them the same pleasure I have known. What happens to it, after I’m gone is really of 

no consequence to me at all. It has been my personal investment in happiness. 

Promoted as an investment, collections 

like this have not held their value, which 

is a shame as they were well produced. 
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Why is this person on a stamp? No. 56: 

Wangarĩ Maathai  

Wangarĩ Maathai was the first female African and the 

first environmentalist to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, 

awarded in 2004. She was born in the Kikuyu village of 

Ihithe on the first of April,1940 but in 1943 the family 

moved to the Rift Valley where her father had found 

work. Her brothers remained in the village so that they 

could attend school and in 1947, with her mother, she 

moved back to the village as there was no school 

available where her father was working. She was an 

excellent student, topping her classes. 

As Kenyan independence approached, Tom Mboya, a 

Kenyan politician, proposed that Kenyan students 

should have access to western education systems. US Senator, John F. Kennedy, who was later to become 

president, agreed to finance the scheme through his family’s trust and what became known as the “Kennedy Airlift” 

brought 300 Kenyan students to the United States, including Wangarĩ Maathai.  

She remained in the US until 1966, gaining a masters degree in biology. She became particularly interested in 

environmental remediation techniques, though her main studies were in zoology. She returned to Kenya in 1969 

and studied further, gaining her doctorate in 1971 from what was to become the University of Nairobi after moving 

to Germany for the initial part of her doctorate studies. In 1966, she had met Mwangi Mathai, a fellow student in 

the US and in 1969, they married. They had three children. 

Maathai continued to teach at the University of Nairobi, becoming a senior lecturer in anatomy in 1975, chair of the 

Department of Veterinary Anatomy in 1976, and associate professor in 1977. She was the first woman in Nairobi 

appointed to any of these positions. (Wikipedia) Despite her expertise in zoology, it is for her environmental work 

that she is best known. When her husband was elected to parliament in 1974 on the promise of attacking chronic 

unemployment, she initiated a scheme that paid women to collect seeds from the forests and plant trees. She 

understood that deforestation was at the heart of Kenya’s problems. 

The German quote on the stamp reads “When we plant trees, we plant the seeds of peace and hope”.  

Her work eventually led to the Green Belt Movement and the result was the planting of forty million trees across 

Kenya, almost all by grass-roots groups that embraced her ideas. 

In 1977, she and her husband separated as, in his words, she was “too strong-minded for a woman and he could not 

control her”. They divorced in 1979, with the judge taking her husband’s side. This later caused her to say in an 

interview that the judge was either incompetent or corrupt and led her to be charged with contempt of court. Her 

husband also insisted that she should stop using his surname so she simply added another “a” into the spelling. 

With all opposition parties banned, these were years of political upheaval in Kenya, particularly under President 

Daniel Arap Moi, who during one speech, after she opposed developers taking over public parkland, noted that she 

should “be a proper woman in the African tradition and respect men and be quiet”. Also, in 1992, a list of people 

who were to be targeted for assassination included her name. They were troubling times. Back in 1969, Tom 

Mboya, who had campaigned for her education opportunities, had been assassinated.  

The government began arresting democracy advocates and after a three day standoff, she was also jailed for 

“spreading malicious rumors, sedition, and treason”.  They were bailed after a few days, pending the trial. It took 

the intervention of international organizations plus eight US senators, including Al Gore and Edward Kennedy, who 

threatened that their persecution would damage relations with the United States, before the government backed off 

and dropped the charges. This also led to the restoration of opposition parties in Kenya but they were fractured and 

basically ineffective. It was not until 2002 that the “Rainbow Coalition” of opposition parties won government. It 

included Wangarĩ Maathai who won her electorate with 98% of the vote.  

In 2004, she received the Nobel Peace Prize for her lifelong dedication to diversity, environmental activism and 

sustainable development in Kenya. It was recognition of her work, not just for the environment, but for the way her 

efforts had helped to reduce ethnic tensions at home. 

In 2009, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon named her a United Nations Messenger of Peace with a special focus on 

the environment and climate change. Wangarĩ Maathai remained in that role until her death in 2011. 
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Books Repaired & Restored 

 At very low & competitive prices I can repair and restore your damaged 

(old) books. 

I only use traditional materials: book cloths, special papers, 

different glues and threads. Sewing books back together is a speciality. 

Please contact me on 5460 5008 or by email on: gloyer@live.com.au 

Most books take 7 to 10 days. Books can be left at your Exchange Superintendent Lyn, 

or delivered direct to me: 

 Grey Loyer, 47 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, 3465. 

 

Editor’s note: Grey recently restored an 1891 first edition for me that had been badly damaged. 

I am absolutely delighted with the result  

SAMMY STAMPS 

Sammy Stamp Snippers have been cutting for over 18 years in Bendigo. Now only a small 

group as suppliers are getting so few letters these days. They will be grateful for any 

donations to trim for Melbourne. 

The stamps are sent to Melbourne where they are sold to collectors or overseas. All 

countries and denominations are welcome. The money that they get is donated to all 

different kinds of charities. If you have any stamps you no longer need please give them to 

Doug as he goes to the stamp snippers. 

Contact person for Bendigo is Jeanette Boquest 0419 084 531. 

Doug Pearse 

mailto:gloyer@live.com.au

